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GiGeSee postscript—page 371. 

fg-An ever-anxious desire to ‘‘get-in’’ more matter, 
oftentimes, seemingly, causes us to forget that our sheet 
has only sixteen pages—and we are now under the ne- 
cessity of wasting the labor that has been expended in 
placiug a large quantity of articles in type—or of pub- 
lishing them in a supplement tu the next number. ‘The 
latter is preferred. The postponed matter chiefly is 
such as will not suffer by the delay. 

We publish a synopsis of the report of the committee 
of the senate on the affairs of the post office, furnished 
by the **National Intelligencer,” together with an ab- 
siract of a synopsis of the views of the dissenting mem- 
bers of the committee, published in the ‘*Globe.” We 
would rather that both had been from the same pen, for 
then we should have had references to the same points, 
in both. ft is probable, however, that these points are 
as fairly presented, (so far as they go),as the nature of 
things would admit of. We shall, however, give the 
**Globe’s synopsis, (leaving out the parts inserted in the 
present sheet), in our next paper. It is too long for our 
means, this weck—being only yesterday received by us. 

After the reports had been read, says the ‘‘Intelligen- 
cer” — 

A debate of unsurpassed interest, vivacity and even vehe- 
mence, took place, which turned principally upon the alarming 
exposures contained in the reports from the post office com- 
mittee, but which arose incidentally on a very different sub 
ject, viz: the presentation of the resolutions of the Alabama 
legislature, instructing the senajors of that state to vote to ex- 
punge from the journal the resolution of the senate at its last 
session, censuring the conduct of the president in the removal 
of the public deposites from the bank of the United States. The 
purpose was avowed of making a motion to that effect; and 
the motion was rather invited than excepted to on the other side. 
Objection, however, was made to receiving these resolutions 
from Alabama, because they were notin any manner addressed 
to the senate, and because they purported to instruct the sena- 
tors from that state to do what they had no constitutional 
power to do, viz: to mutilate the journal of that body. Finally 
the subject was disposed of by being laid on the table for the 
present, on motion of Mr. Smith, of Connecticut. The same 
gentleman then submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the general post office is deeply in debt—its 
accounts and reports irregular, unsatisfactory, and, in many in- 
stances, untrue—that large sums of public money have been 
wasted, and paid over to favored individuals upon false pre- 
tences—and that its conduct and administration are justly the 
subject of public complaint, and demand a radical reform. 

The same paper of yesterday morning has nearly six 
columns filled with the debate. It was strong and warm. 
The chief speakers were Messrs. Preston, Calhown aud 
Clayton, on the one side, and Messrs. Cuthbert, Benton 
and King, of Alab. on the other. We hope to insert 
some of the speeches, pretty speedily. 








A singular debate took place in the honse of represen- 
tatives, on Saturday last, with respect, to a viva voce vote 
for officers of the hotse, in lieu of the vote by allot, 
practised in that body. The brief abstract that we have 
made will shew the bearing and spirit of it. 

All such things are useful for reference. And, on that 
account, we shall record the debate that happened on the 
inquiry of Mr. J. Q. Adams—who was the chairman of 
the committee on foreign relations? as noticed in the last 
**Register.”’ 

We have no other remark to make on these subjects 
just now, than to observe, that there is a manifest dispo- 
sition, in some, to change the old and established rules of 
the house; but, having been always opposed to the viva 
voce vote at clections, as permitting an unjust action 
against perfect freedom of suflrage—we must oppose this 
project, while dearly cherishing the right of calling the 
yeas and nays. The former relates to persons, the latter 
to things, and, in the old democratic school, measures 
and not men, was an universally accepted principle. 

It is clear, from some things stated in the debate, that 
Vor. XLVII—Sie. 26. 


the purpose of this movement is to effect a change in the 
printer to the house—to oust Messrs. Gales & Seaton, 
and put Mr. Blair in their place: and it is evident, that 
certain of the dominant party in the house are suspected, 
and must ‘‘toe the mark,” or be rendered liable to the 
ostracism by which Aristides was banished—for no com- 
plaint has been made, or, as we think, can be sustained, 
against the present printers to the house, being remarka- 
ble for their accuracy, promptitude and fidelity, Others 
may do as well—but better is not to be expected. Hence 
the whole matter belongs to the new doctrines coneern- 
ing rewards and punishments, in a pecuniary way. 


The debate on the proposition to vote viva voce for 
officers of the house of representatives, was a very long 
and uncommonly lively one. In addition to the small 
part of it that we have noticed, the ‘*National Intelli- 
gencer”’ of ‘Thursday last, has eleven of its capacious co- 
lumns of small type—filled with the continuation! A 
call for the previous question having been quieted, 76 
for, 99 against it, it is probable that a great deal more 
will be said on this subject. Some important points 
were made or involved in this debate, and it clearly inti- 
mated that the movement has a direet relation to the next 
presidential election!!! The hope of reward, or fear of 
punishment was held out, by some, as the motive of it! 
We ask the serious—are these things proper for presen- 
tation to influence the action of the representatives of the 
people? And what a libel do they contain on certain of 
the members of that honorable body ! 


We rather strangely omitted to notice the receipt of 
Mr. J. Q. Adams’ eulogium on the conduct and charac- 
ter of Lararetrre. It is as beautiful as it is nervous—a 
monument of the talent and power of the orator that will 
endure for ages. 

We find the following account of it ina letter dated 
Washington, Jan. 1, as published in the Augusta (Maine) 
**Age”’—one of the bitterest of the political opponents of 
Mr. Adams—which may suffice for the present: 

Yesterday there was no business transacted on account of the 
commemmoration of the death of Lafayette. It was a proud 
day for the friends of liberty. Inthe presence of both houses 
of congress, of the president, the vice president, the heads of 
departments, the foreign ministers, (excepting those from Eng- 
land and France), and of a vast concourse of citizens, an eulogy 
was delivered by a member of congress who has heretofore fill- 
ed the highest office in his country’s gift. Much was expected 
from him, and the expectations which had been raised were not 
digappointed. The eulogy of J. Q. Adams was worthy of the 
occasion, and of his well-founded reputation, It was purely 
American, purely republican, and it rendered full and ample 
justice to the departed worth of him who was its theme. Itis 
delightful when an occasion can be found on which political 
combatants may lay aside party strife and unite in rendering 
justice to the benefactors and exemplars of mankind, and the 
soothing influence was felt by every one, though softened and 
saddened by the recollection that the last great actor of our re- 
volution had gone from among us. Itis also delightful to be 
able to give the unqualified praise which | have rendered toa 
political opponent, for his performance of the duty unanimously 
allotted to him, without incurring the risk of having the motive 
suspected. 

We shall simply add—that the reading of this eulogy 
will cause the blood of thousands to feel as if it had curd- 
led in their veins—but, much oftener, to rush through 
them with lightning-like rapidity and patriotic warmth, 

In our notice of the proceedings of the senate, of the 
12th inst. page 329, it is stated that Mr. Webster, at the 
opening of his great argument in support of the bill for 
the payment of claims for French spoliations prior to the 
year 1800,* adverted to a certain letter published in the 
Albany Argus, (which he was ashamed to confess was 
written by a member of congress), charging him [Mr. 
W.] in fact, with having received a fee of 20,000 dollars 





*This bill passed the senate to a third reading on Wednesday 





last—25 to 21. 
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for his aid in favor of that bill—which charge he said 
was ‘‘fulse and malicious;” but, unless for the use of the 
writer of that letter, we much doubt whether such an as- 
sault on the character of Mr. Webster was worthy of be- 
ing pronounced ‘‘false and malicious” by a gentleman of 
his lofty standing. This denunciation, however, has had 
effect to bring out a long and tortuous letter from the wri- 
ter of that alluded to, in which, instead of frankly meet- 
ing the offence committed, he endeavors to get out of it as 
the ink-fish makes his escape by discoloring the water. 
The **Argus,”’ however, in an editorial article, gives some 
*‘explanatory remarks,”’ saying— 

‘it is proper to repeat here, what we have said on a previous 
occasion, that the person who professes to act as agent of the 


French claimants for spoliations prior to 1800, has expressly 
denied that Mr. W. has any pecuniary interestin the bill, or 





that he has received any such alleged compensation, as counsel | 


or otherwise: and our correspondent admits that rumor had 
confounded the claims prior to 1800 with those of a subsequent 
period, which were allowed and included in the treaty of in- 
demnity of 1631. This difference is material, for whilst the 
acceptance of counsel fees in the former case, whether obtain- 
ed through the bank or not, would involve a flagrant perversion 
of legislative duty, the latter, whether with or without founda 
tion, is a question merely of legislative delicacy amd discretion. 
This explanation is made as a matter of justice to ourselves, to 
our correspondent, and particularly to Mr. Webster.”’ 

**The difference is (indeed) material!’ The cases have 
no sort of relation to each other. And we again have the 
**bank”—and the editor’s opinions on delicacy and discre- 
tion! A writer, however, in a subsequent number of the 
Argus, speaking of the letter that follows the remarks 
just above quoted, says— 

But your correspondent, conceding the mistake with regard 
to the elder claims, seems nevertheless to consider it an act of 
indelicacy, or worse, on the part of Mr. Webster, if he has con- 
sented to receive fees as counsel for the claimants under the 
French treaty of indemnity of 1831. I do not know, nor does 
your correspondent profess to know, that Mr. W. Aas received, 
or is under stipulation to receive, any such fees. But admit 
that he has, { do not view the matter as an imputation upon 
Mr. W’s course or opinions as a legislator; nor can [| regard it 
as a departure from legislative delicacy and propricty. If this 
were a matter of yesterday—if Mr. W. had, since the partial 
rupture with France, consented to act as counsel for these 
claimants in presenting their claims before a board of commis 
sioners, it might be a matter of objection, at least with the 
more fastidious. But such is not the case. This is a matter of 
some three years standing, according to the statements, even 
of rumor; and if Mr. W. has consented to act as counsel, it 
was long before there was the least indication of any difficulty 
with France, or any belief that the subject could come up again, 
in any shape, for legislation. 

lam not a political friend of Mr. W. but fiat justilia is my 
motto, and under it, [ must ask you to insert this hasty note. 

A. B. 


Mr. Wise, of the house of representatives from Vir- 
ginia, and Mr. Coke, his predecessor from the same dis- 
trict, had a meeting near Washington on the 22d inst. 
and earnestly saluted each other with ‘‘cold lead.” The 
first was unhurt, but the second badly wounded, though 
not dangerously; and then the matter in dispute, (of 
some two years standing), was adjusted, Mr, C. was 
the challenger. 

Mr. Borden has been elected a member of congress 
from the vacant district of Massachusetts—for him 4,400; 
for Mr. Baylies 3,684, scattering 44. Mr. Borden was 
the anti-masonic candidate, but also received the votes 
of the Jackson party. 

The following is a statement of the votes given at the 
three trials to elect a member of congress from the 10th 
district of Massachusetts: 

Ist trial. 
Borden 2,521 2,566 4,304 
Baylies 2,450 2,475 3,703 

At the first trial there were 114 scattering—second 

trial 132—third trial 47. 


2d trial. Sd trial. 


After twenty ballots to elect a senator of the United 
States, from Rhode Island, to fill the seat of Mr. Knight, 
whose period of service expires on the 3d March next, 
and, no choice being made, the legislature adjourned 
until the 28th April next. The vote generally stood, for 
Mr. Green, (whig) 40; Mr. Potter, (Jackson) 29; Mr. 
Sprague, (anti-mason) 11—and scattering 2—total 82 
votes. On one of the ballots Mr. Green received 41 








votes, and one was given for Mr. Anight—not a candi- 
date; bad the latter vote been cast for Mr. G. he would 
have been elected. The house is **whig,” the senate 
‘‘Jackson.” A new election will take place before the 
next mecting of the legislature. 

Tuesday last was assigned by the legislature of Virg;. 
nia for the election of a senator of the United States 
and a very great crowd attended at the capitol to wit. 
ness the proceedings. The Alexandria Gazette says— 

An ineffectual effort was made to postpone the election inde- 
finitely—the vote stood, ayes 36, noes 78, in the house of de}e- 
gates, The nomination of Mr. Leigh was then made by Mr, 
Johnson, of Richmond city; and that of Mr. Rives, by Mr. Ran- 
dolph, of Albemarle. 

At 4 o’clock a message was sent to the senate, communicat- 
ing the nominations. Mr. Anderson, of Bontetourt, moved 
their postponement in the senate, and this motion was stj}} 
under debate at the latest advices. 

lt is thought the senate will refuse to go into the election, 
and the order will fall of course. 

On the 12th inst. the legislature of Louisiana proceed- 
ed, in joint ballot, to the election of a United States se- 
nator, in the place of Mr. Waggaman, whose term ex- 
pires on the 3d of March. The election resulted in the 


choice of Charles Gayarre, esq. on the 3d ballot. The 
votes were as follows: 
Ist. Ql, Sd. 
Gayarre 30 32 34 
Brownson 15 19 QI 
Derbigny 6 9 7 
Eustis 9 8 4 
Waggaman 6 


The opposition had a majority of six in the legislature 
—but Mr. Gayarre is said to be a friend of the adminis- 
tration, ‘The result appears to have been unexpected by 
either party. 

We see it stated that {landed} property, valued at 
more than two millions of dollars, has changed hands in 
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, within the last four 
months—**without the intervention of the sheriff.” The 
latter is agreeable news! It is denied that this is owing 
to migrations from the county to the west—but attributed 
to the desire of wealthy farmers to part with small par- 
cels of land to their children, and others, just beginning 
life. If so—(as we hope that it is), the value of this 
rich county will be much inereased. We think that 
small farms are among the greatest blessings of society— 
in promoting industry, forwarding prosperity, and lea- 
ing to good morals and virtuous habits—those who ‘‘la- 
bor in the earth,” (and for themselves), being as ‘‘a 
chosen people.”” Hence we desire that this elass should 
be ‘exceedingly’? multiplied. 

The sales of the [‘*great”’] valley* land have varied 
from 85 to 110 dollars the acre!—in farms of from 50 to 
250 acres. The former, perhaps, is too small—but the 
quantity of the latter too large—if convenient for a divi- 
sion. ‘This process, however, unless through the aid of 
manufactures, must throw out a large surplus popula- 
tion, if general—for, in such cases, the land-owner holds 
his own plough, or drives it. This is as it should be. 
In this is the foundation of all that so much astonishes 
many, when visiting the eastern states of this republic. 
The frigate Constitution, when she captured the Cyane 
and Levant, had more than two hundred land holders in 
her crew. This class of persons, when they volunteer 
for battle, are not easily beaten—for they additionally 
feel that they have a country and a home to defend. 

The ‘*Poughkeepsie Journal” has the following plea- 
sant account of the state of things in Dutchess county, 
New York: 

Farms in the vicinity of Poughkeepsie have advanced within 
the last five or six years from forty, fifly and sixty dollars the 
acre, to eighty, ninety and $100. In almost every part of the 
country the advance of farming lands has been in nearly the 
same proportion. Several cases have been mentioned to us of 
farms that were purchased only 12 to 18 months since, at $50 
to $55 the acre, which have been sold during the present win- 
ter at $60 and $65, being an advance of twenty per cent. Ina 
single year. Nor are these solitary instances. They are of fre- 
quent occurrence. Farming lands in this country have been 
steadily advancing for a number of years. The causes of this 
advance are to be found in the very great, we may almost say, 





*This valley passes thiough Lancaster and Chester counties. 








NILES’ REGISTER—JAN. $1, 1835—MISCELLANEOUS. 






871 








_-— 








unexampled prosperity of our farming community—in the accu- 
mulation of capital among them, by which the rate of interest 
is reduced to such as want to borrow—in the greatly increased 
productiveness arising from improved culture and the reclaim- 
ing of waste lands, by which the aggregate quantity of grain an- 
nually grown hus, year after year, increased beyond all expec- 
tation, while the pasturage and the hay necessary to keep lar- 
ger flocks of sheep, of dairy cows, and of hogs and horned cat- 
tle for fattening, have increased yet faster, until the butter, the 
pork, the wuol, the fat sheep and lambs, and the beef of Duteh- 
ess, have coutributed almost as much to give character to our 
county abroad, as they have to enrich it at home. 

It is computed by judicious persons, whose situation affords 
them the best means of forming a correct opinion, that the sur- 
plus products of the soil, (consisting of grain, pork, beef, wool, 
&c. &c.) sent annually from this county to New York fora 
market, have more than doubled during the last six yeara. 
There is ample room for further improvements in the business 
of farming, and as our farmers are every year becoming more 
and more convinced that those who manure_most liberally, ane 
till most thoroughiy, reap the largest profits, it is reasonable to 
expect that the next six years will witness as great an increase 
in the surplus products of the country as lave crowned the la- 
bors of the past six years. 

Nor ts agriculture the only business which is progressive and 
prosperous in Dutehess county. [ts manufactures have in- 
creased iu wearly an equal rativ with its agricultural products, 
affording steady employment to a large number of operatives, 
and a great amount of capital, and yielding in iron, cotton and 
woollen goods, ale, bricks and other manufactures, more than 
a million of dollars annually. 

Now all this prosperity belongs to the home market for 
consupption—the foreign is as a ‘drop in the bucket,” 
as to the productions of Lancaster, Dutchess and other 
counties, and to all the grain-growing and grazing states; 
and this market is easily retained, or extended, by a li- 
beral and clear sighted policy. 

Another thing may be mentioned of no small impor- 
tance. If we recollect rightly, all, or nearly all, the 
‘“‘river counties” of New York, were decidedly opposed 
to the making of Clinton’s ‘‘big ditches.” It was thought 
that the property in them would have an exceedingly di- 
minished value, when the city of New York was opened 
to the productions of the west. Some small changes 
may have happened in the farming business of them, but, 
by the progress of manufactures, (by which markets are 
placed at home), and other causes, the result so much 
feared has not been realised. The fee of a// Dutchess 
county is, perhaps, worth above fifty dollars an acre, at 
the present ime! 

{y>-Postscript—Saturday morning, 8o0’clock. We stop the 
press to say, that when the president of the United States was 
yesterday retiring from the funeral ceremonies in the house, 
previous to the interment of the remains of the late Mr. Davis, 
and had reached the portico, a person stepped forward in front, 
and, before he could be prevented by the many persons in com- 
pany with the president, mace out to present and snap ‘rwo pis- 
tols at the president, THE CAPS OF BOTH LOCKS EXPLODED WITH- 
OUT IGNITING THE CHARGE! He was instantly seized, and plac- 
ed in custody of the marshal, and taken before judge Cranch 
for examination. Ti appeared that his name is Richard Law- 
rence, a painter, and a resident of Washington for two or three 
years, and that both pistols had been well loaded with powder 
and ball!!! [tis most extraordinary, but indeed fortunate, that 
neither were discharged. Lawrence would make no explana- 
tions, and, for the want of bail, was committed. 

This case is very much like the attempt of major Heard to as- 
sassinate Mr. Arnold, of Tennessee, on the steps of the capitol, 
in the midst of a crowd. Heard was a crazy man, and so must 
Lawrence be. 

No motive is even conjectured for his crime. 

iG-Mr. Leigh has been re-elected United States senator for 
Virginia. 

The fine steamboat Van Buren, with a full cargo of 
cotton, was, not long since, destroyed by fire on the 
south western waters, we think of Alabama; and a few 
days ago the splendid boat Daniel Wedster was burnt to 
the water’s edge at Buffalo, N. Y. The first was the re- 
sult of accident—but the second is said to have been the 


work of design. 


We hope that the bill alluded to below will pass. It 
shews a noble spirit in one of the ‘‘young lions of the 
west” worthy of imitation in the old states. It is the true 
policy. To say nothing of the utility of the works contem- 
plated—the simple introduction and disbursement of so 
much money for /abor in the state, will do more for the 
improvement of the state than the cost of its interest and 
repayment will amount to, Capital and circulation, in new 
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states, are the sinews of wealth—though *‘borrowed,” if 
sound. 

The spirit of enterprise in the Indiana legislature is honora- 
ble to the west. A sclect committee of thirteen has been ap- 
pointed in that body to report a bill “‘authorising the canal fund 
commissioners to borrow, on the faith of the state of Indiana, 
one million four hundred thousand dollars, in Europe, or else- 
where, provided the interest on the same shall not exceed 4} 
per cent. per annum, reimbursable any time after thirty years, 
and within fifty years, pledging the three per cent. fund for the 
payment of the interest on the sum borrowed, to be advanced 
as needed in the construction of rail roads to and from the fol- 
lowing places, to wit: from Evansville to Lafayette $200,000; 
from Lafayette to Michigan city $200,900; from Madison to In- 
dianapolis $150,000; from Indianapolis to Lafayette $150,000; 
from or near the falls of Ohio to a point of intersection on the 
Madison and Indianapolis rail road near Columbus $100,000; 
from Lawrenceburgh to Indianapolis $150,000; from New Al- 
bany to Terre Haute $180,000; from Levenworth to a point of 
intersection on the New Albany and Terre Haute rail road, at 
or near where the same may cross the east fork of White River 
$70,000; from Connersville to the county seat of Huntington 
£200,000.’? The Indianapolis Journal of the 6th inst. says, that 
the committee are likely to agree upon a bill, and that it will 
svon be reported. 


— 


The following is a ‘‘communication,” signed ‘‘Ami- 
cus,”’ inserted in the National Gazette— 

One of the articles in our treaty with France of July 4, 1831, 
provides, that interest shall be allowed on the 25 millions of 
francs, until the same shall be paid. Agreeably to this provi- 
sion, which forms a part of the contract, our claim up to the 4th 
instant, calculating interest at 6 per cent. per annum, is 30 mil- 
lion two hundred and fifty thousand franes; or at the rate of ex- 
change, valuing the franc at twenty cents, is six million and 
fifty thousand dollars. Add to this the one hundred and forty 
thousand dollars damages upon the bill of exchange returned 
from France under protest, for which of course that government 
is liable; swells the amount of our claim, up to this time, agree- 
ably to the express terms of the treaty, to the sum of six million 
one hundred and ninety thousand dollars, viz: 





25,000,000 franes—at 20 cents per franc is $5,000,000 
Three years and six months interest is 21 perct. 1,050,000 
Damages on biil of exchange 140,000 

$6,190,000 


I fear king Philippe and count de Rigny, have lost sight of the 
interest account—if they should, the republicans will remind 
them of it. 

We think that the account is made out fairly, and ought 
to be paid, as it will be—with a little more patience; but 
if attempted to be foreed by the ultima ratio of nations— 
the principal, interest and damages will surely be lost, 
and the costs of the ‘‘appeal’’ must be added! 

We have late accounts from France—see ‘foreign 
news.”? The matter of our claims had not yet been re- 
ferred to*—much activity prevailed at the naval stations, 
and the persecutions of the press were excessive. 

As to our claims, we think that justice may be easily 
coerced without war—if not rendered freely, by Franee. 

The Boston Daily Advertiser furnishes, from the offi- 
cial documents, the following tables shewing the amount 
of our trade with France, for the years given, ending on 
the 30th Sept. The rapid increase of our trade with 
France since the treaty of 1831, as here exhibited, affords 
a strong practical illustration of the effeet of removing 
restrictions, but the gbject of the writer in the Boston 
paper, is to show, in this instance, the benefit of impos- 
ing them. The intelligent commercial reader will not 
fail to see the immense consequence to the French mer- 
cantile interest which a non-intercourse would have on 
her trade: 

Iinports from France. 


Total. Silks. Wine. Brandy. 
1824 8,121,000 2,340,000 200,000 580,000 
1825 11,836,000 5,632,000 412,000 860, 
1826 9,590,000 4,120,000 632,000 450,000 
1827 9,449,000 4,284,000 565,000 684,000 
1828 10,288,000 3,982,000 438,000 1,064,000 
1829 9,617,000 4,363,000 444,000 614,000 
1830 8,241,000 3,548,000 465,000 210,000 
1831 14.738,000 6,883,000 651,000 256,000 
1832 12,755,000 5,044,000 902,000 615,000 
1833 13,963,000 6.256.000 920,000 850,000 





*The Courier Francaize, in allusion to the inflexible econo- 
my which the chamber intends to practice, says: ‘Let the fa- 
mous bill for 25 millions be again presented—we defy the mi- 
nisters to pass it. The Constitutionnel, also, in remarking on 
the manifestations of cconomy in the chambers, and the hosti- 
lity of the members to M. Dupin, the president, infers that the 
‘*bill for 25 millions has received its death blow.” 
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Exports to France. 

Cotton. Am. ton. Fr. ton. 

Total. Ibs. Value. cleared. cleared. 

1824 10,532,000 40,698,000 6,436,000 104,900 8,800 
1825 11,881,000 30,012,000 5,916,000. 100,500 14,500 
1826 12,106,000 62,243,000 8,178,000 131,500 16,000 
1827 13,565,000 70,423,000 7,350,000 147,700 16,600 
1828 12,098,000 53,480,000 5,903,000 130,200 14,400 
1829 12,832,000 67,464,000 6,855,000 157,700 12,100 
1830 11,806,000 75,105,000 7,646,000 148,700 11,400 
1831 9,883,000 46,127,000 4,264,000 98,800 7,500 
1832 13,245,000 77,467,000 7,723,000 122,500 21,200 
1833 14,425,000 76,833,000 8,845,000 119,800 25,400 

The Advertiser adds— 


A view of the articles of import from France will show how 
little we should suffer, comparatively, in a war of restrictions. 
Nearly one-half of our imports consist of silks, an article which 
we can get quite as well elsewhere, and which would ina great 
measure have been obtained elsewhere, had it not been for the 
discrimination in favor of French silks provided for by late en- 
actments; the repeal of this discrimination, and a non inter. 
course, would cause their almost entire exclusion; some would, 
doubtless, be introduced, but double freights, extra commis- 
sions and charges; and the unshackled competion of English, 
Italian and East Indian silks would reduce the amount toa 
trifle. Here, then, we have another means of annoyance, with 
comparatively no injury to ourselves. Late events in France 
have shown that the classea who would first sustain these in- 
juries, have unbounded influence over the legislature of that 
country. 

The quantity of French wine and brandy consumed in this 
country is probably less than it has been generally supposed to 
be: in the state of depression in which the agricultural interest 
of France has been for several years, however, even this 
amount is of much importance, and any further burthen on that 
interest which has but recently told the French chambers that 


it may be obliged to seek relief from its burthens by separation, 
will hardly be endured. 


A letter dated Norfolk, January 26, received in this 
city says: *“The Constellation frigate is ordered to be got 
ready for sea immediately; and also the ship of the line 
North Carolina—and to the north, the Constitution, 
United States, and three sloops of war.” 


—_ 


In our last, we noticed a brief speech made in the 
house of representatives, on the scarcity of American 
seamen; and have the following from a valuable periodi- 
eal, published in Washington; and add, with regret, in 


relation to the facts stated, that its authority must be ad- 
mitted. 


One ship of the line, two frigates and several sloops of 
war, are ordered to be fitted for sea, and added to the pre- 
sent force in commission—when, and how, will they be 
manned? Will not the ‘‘main brace” be found wanting? 
The truth, as published, cannot now be concealed—or 
we should not refer to it, in the present state of our 
affairs. ‘There is “a time to all things.” 

From the Army and Navy Chronicle. 

American seamen. ‘There is no subject more deserving the 
attention of our legislators, than the increasing scarcity of na- 
tive born seamen. Whatever may be the cause or causes, 
which have produced this state of things, it is incumbent upon 
those who are familiar with the subject, to suggest a remedy, 
and upon those with whom rests the power, to correct the evil. 
Itis a fact, which will be admitted by all well informed men, 
that it is impossible, at the present day, to get an entire Ame- 
rican crew; it is difficult even to procure one-third. Our mer- 
chant vessels take on board no landsmen, and very few appren- 
tices, consequently they, as well as our ships of war, are filled 
with foreign sailors. 

It is well known that the whale and cod fisheries are the best 
nurseries for seamen, the coasting and bay and river trades, 
likewise, formerly furnished their quotas; but by the introduc- 
tion of steam navigation, the two latter have been much lessen- 
ed within the past few years. 

Whether the fisheries do not supply the demands of our in- 
creasing foreign commerce—whether our sailors enter into the 
employment of foreigners—whether fewer young men embrace 
= profession—or whatever be the cause, it deserves investi- 
gation. 

We are glad to perceive so warm a zeal manifested in con- 
ress for the navy; its value, as a means of offence, and de- 
ence, is beyond a question. In the event of war with any Eu- 

ropean power, it is viewed as our main bulwark, and every 
consideration of prudence and foresight, poinis to its being 
cherished now with studious care. 

The present session of congress is pregnant with good or ill 
to the navy. ; The officers look to it as their anchor of hope and 
safety; if their condition is aineliorated, their hopes are revived 
and their safety insured. But if all this war of words ends in 


nothing, their expectations will sustain a witherfug blight, from 
the shock of which it may not soon recover. rn 


anand 


But while the officers are provided for, let not the common 
sailor be neglected. Without able seamen, what are the best 


ships and the most competent officers good for? Without well- 
disciplined rank and file, what iz an army worth? 


A bill has passed the senate, and is now before the house, 
(having been favorably reported upon by the committee on na- 
val affairs) for the enlistment of boys in the naval service fora 
term of years. This, if matured into a law, will produce some 


effect, but to render it more extensive, it should include the 
merchant marine also. 


There has been another large fire in New York, origi- 
nating in acellar occupied by an Irish woman, No. 34, 
Gold street, the house over which was consumed, with 
many adjacent buildings. We hear again of a brick 
front, (the body of the house being of wood), and of a 
want of water—so that it was necessary to form lines to 
the East river—a long distance. Loss 150,000 dollars! 

Being an old fireman, we feel a particular interest in 
these things. ‘The organization of the fire department 
in New York is admirable—as good, at least, as in any 
other city; but, with the want of water, and the mass 
of wood-work in houses that appear ‘‘fair to the eye,” 
like **painted sepulehres,” what can the most zealous 
and persevering efforts of firemen do? In general, fires 
in Baltimore and Philadelphia, in most parts of these 
cities, are as confined to the buildings in which they ori- 
ginate: and, as New York is adle to obtain a supply of 
water, and has power, we hope, to regulate the construc- 
tion of buildings—we think that the deficiency should be 
supplied, and the nuisanee abated.* Besides, ground is 
very precious in that city, and the buildings are not only 
crowded, but more than usually lofty. 

Hardly any price is too high to secure a full quantity 
of pure and wholesome water, for large cities. 

There was, also, an awful fire in Newark, N. J. on 
the morning of the 2Ist inst. It commenced in the great 
carriage-making establishment of Messrs. G. & A. K. 
Carter, and soon extended itself to the large factories of 
Mr. Crane, cabinet maker—Dodd & Bassett, harness ma- 
kers—Beam & Whittaker, sheet iron workers and lock 
makers, and others in the vicinity, and some dwelling 
houses, The loss is estimated at $50,000—about one 
half of which is insured. 

Newark is one of the most thrifty manufacturing towns 
in the United States—and some of the leading mechane- 
cal trades are here carried on toa wonderful extent. By 


this fire, several hundred persons were thrown out of 
employment. 


A veteran departed— 


Died, at New York, on the 22d instant, sergeant Andrew 
Wallace, at the age of near 105 years. HLlis great age and ‘is 
long service in the revolutionary army had made him an object 
of interest, and he has lately been made known to many of our 
citizens. He was born in Scotland on the l4th of March, 1730, 
old style. He came to this country in 1752, and shortly after 
enlisted in the provincial forces under the command of general 
Forbes, part of whore troops were commanded by gen. Brad- 
dock, at the time of his defeatin 1755. Atthe commencement 
of the revolution, in April, 1776, he enlisted in the 4th Penn- 
sylvania regiment, commanded by colonel afterwards general 
Wayne; he served during the revolution until its close, and 
was in the actions of Brandywine, Germantown and Mon- 
mouth; was in the Forlorn Hope in the storming of Stony 
Point; was afterwards in the batiles in the south—of Cowpens, 
Eutaw and Camden, and at the seige of Yorktown. After the 
revolutionary war he continued in the service, was at St. 
Clair’s defeat in 1791, where he was severely wounded; and 
he remained in the army until 1813, when he was honorably 
discharged on account of disability, having received a stroke 
of paralysis. He thus served his adopted country upwards of 
thirty years, and though he received various honorable testi- 
monials of his fidelity and good conduct, still he never rose to 
a higher military grade than that of an orderly sergeant. ‘ 

[His remains, at his own request, were interred with 
military and masonic honors, (and a large civic proces- 
sion followed), in the cemetery of St. Patrick’s cathedral, 
being a member of the Roman Catholic church. He was 
much esteemed in private life. } 





*The walls of several of the houses, (four stories high), fell 
with tremendous crashes, and several persons were supposed 
to be buried in the ruias; and one man was killed by the fall of 
a huge stack of chimneys, some hours after the fire was extin- 
guished. Some of the buildings destroyed were very large. 





Oue of them contained a steam saw mil), and a great stock of 
piue lumber, 
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Another instance of remarkable longevity — 

Died at Polock, in Lithuania, at the end of October, a man 
aged one hundred and eighty-eight years. He had seen seven 
monarchs on the throne of Russia, and served Gustavus Adol- 
phus as a soldier during the thirty years’? war. At 93 he married 


his third wife, who lived fifty years with him and bore him 
several children. 


A letter from Natchez, dated January 4, which we 
have first met with in Poulson’s (Philadelphia) Daily 
Advertiser, says— 

‘-Yesterday was a great day here. Foster, the murderer of 
his wife, was acquitted and set free, but it was only for a mi- 
nute ortwo. Perhaps you may have heard of him before. He 
was tried for the murder of his wife last year, who he killed 
with a negro whip. He was a planter and is worth 80 or 90,000 
dollars, and gave Eli Hurton, one of our first lawyers, $3,000 
to get him clear of the gallows. Yesterday at 3 o’clock he 
was set free, but the moment he made his appearance out side 
of the court house, a mob composed of the most respectable 
citizens of Natchez and the surrounding country, laid hold of 
him, took him outto the edge of the town and there stripped 


him, gave him one hundred and fifty lashes well laid on with 
three good cowhides. 


None but gentlemen of good standing flogged him, and after 
they had done so until his back was cut to pieces, they gota 
tar barrel, warmed it and poured it all over him, then laid about 
two bushels of feathers on him; after this they made him walk 
through all the streeta in the city, followed by a drum and about 
1,000 people, with all the yells and cries of kill him, whip bim 
again, &c. All this | was an éye witness to. Whilst whipping 
him, some of the crowd called out for mercy, when one of our 
first lawyers rose and said “‘his wife called for mercy when he 
was killing her and he did not hear her.”’ It was the intention 
of the populace to have taken him to the river and put him in 
a canoe without oars, carried him out into the middle of the 
river and then let him go, This they did not do, on account 
of it having been said among the crowd that there were several 
waiting on the bluff to shoot bim. Whatelse will be done 
with han I do not kaow.”’ 


A bill has been introduced into the legislature of Vew 
York to reduce the legal interest on money to six per 
cent. instead of seven, which isthe present rate. We 
shall, perhaps, have the yeas and nays upon it, after a 
while. 

A legal rate of interest, for the settlement of claims, 
should certainly be established—and it is the right and 
the duty, too, of legislatures, when granting acts of in- 
corporation, or ‘‘monopolies,” to fix the rate at which 
they shall do business—(and seven per cent. with the 
usage of banks, is very nearly equal to eig/t)—but we 
rather doubt whether there is a just right in any le- 
gislature, to fix the rate of interest, except as stated 
above, more than to establish the price of potatoes by 
the bushel, or of cabbages by the hundred. We can- 
not see clearly any right rule by which the hire of 2,000 
dollars of our money, should be regulated any more than 
the rent of an house which cost us the same number of 
dollars. Surely, aman may withhold, from the use of 
others, his money, or his house, at his own diseretion, 
whether with personal regard to applicants for either, or 
the terms offered. Money, under certain circumstances, 
is not worth fur per cent. interest; but even the United 
States have paid more than eight. 


Sentence of death has been pronounced on Owen Mur- 
phy, (convicted of murder in the first degree), at Anna- 
a for the murder of John Watson, on the Baltimore 
and Washington rail road; and Patrick Gallagher and 
Terrence Coil, found guilty of murder in the seeond de- 

ree, have been each sentenced to cighteen years hard 
Pl in the Maryland penitentiary, including one year 
of solitary confinement. They are yet subject to trial 
for the murder of Mr. Mereer, and, with some others 
implicated, have moved their cases to Baltimore county 
eourt. They reached this city on Tuesday last, and were 
deposited in the jail. 

Owen Murphy, it is said, isto be executed on the spot 
where the murder of Watson was committed. 


The (Baltimore) American says— 

Our attentive correspondent at Annapolis informe us that the 
court of appeals, on Monday morning, decided the case of the 
state of Maryland ws. the trustees of the Bank of Maryland, in 
favor of the bank. It will be recollected that the state asserted 
its right to a preference over other creditors in the settlement 
of its claim upon the bank. The opinion of the court was de- 














The Pittsburgh Gazette of Saturday states that the ice 
had disappeared from the Ohio river. The steamboat 
Arabian departed on that day for Louisville, and several 
others were taking in cargo. One of these, the Camanche, 


is taking a large number of heavy cannon for Fort Mor- 
gan, Mobile Point, Alabama. 

A writer in the Philadelphia Commercial Herald states, that 
in England old woollen clothes are manufactured into new 
broad cloths, and that they are finished so neatly, as not to be 
distinguishable in appearance from the best quality of clothe. 
He thinks, that a large proportion of the cloths imported into 
this country from Great Britain are of this description. 

This is an old habit—but the old clothes.used to be ma- 
nufactured chiefly into coarse goods, the duties payable 
on which were thought so oppressive to ‘the poor,” by 
the anti-tariff philanthropists! 


oo 


Maysville, Kentucky, is among the most lively towns 

of the west, and its business is greatly increasing, be- 

cause of improved roads, &e. Its importations, at an as- 

certained value for the last year, were worth $1,021,000, 

and its exports $504,000. It isa place of deposite—the 

weight of the merchandise received and sent into the in- 
terior was 6,772 tons. ‘The people of the town much 

need banking facilities, and, we hope, will obtain them, 

though generally opposed as we are to an inerease of 
money-corporations. But as they are numerous—some 

new ones must be established to counteract, or regulate 
those that exist, in many cases. 

The Boston Advertiser says— 

A granite block fora pillar of the new court house was brought 
into town yesterday on asied by 132 oxen and 12 horses. It 
weighed 58 tons. In passing down street, the sled touched one 
of the iron gas-lamp posts in Court street, and snapped it off like 
a pipe stem. The large number of fine cattle attracted a crowd 
around them, and for an hour or two the street was nearly 
blocked up. 

These enormous pillars cost money, and much money too, 
only $6,000 each, making the portico cost somewhere in the vi- 
cinity of $40,000. 

A ‘‘pretty considerable” team—132 oxen and 12 hor- 
ses! We once saw a farmer in Massachusetts ploughing 
up his land, or rather the stones, (for but little land was 
to be seen on the spot), with 12 oxen. The stones being 
gathered to make fences, or piled in heaps, we were told 
that the land would yield more than two tons of hay to 
the acre. 


The following is another ‘*Yankee notion”— 

Boston, Januwry 15, 1835. 
Sir: I send you one thousand dollars, to be disposed of as the 
president, vice president and trustees of the Boston lying in 
hospital think best, to enable the directresses of that institution, 
when a modern Shiphrah or Puah shall present to them a good- 
ly child, to say, in the language of the daughter of the king of 
Egypt, ‘take this child—clothe it and nurse it, and we will give 
thee thy wages.?? With much respect, I am, sir, your most 
obedient servant, SAMUEL APPLETON. 
To the treasurer of the Boston lying-in hospital, 


And yet another— 

Benjamin Brown, esq. of Vassalborough, has generously of- 
fered to the legislature of Maine a site for the establishment of 
an insane hospital, and a donation of six thousand dollars for 
the endowment of such an institution. This is an age of gene- 
rosity. We do not recollect a season when acts of private mu- 
nificence were so numerous, especially in New England. 


The following resolutions have unanimously passed the 
senate and house of commons, expressive of the sense of 
the North Carolina legislature in relation to the outrage 
committed on Mr. Waddell, by the British authorities at 
Nassau: 

Resolved, That the forcible detention by the anthorities of the 
British island of New Providence, of the property of American 
citizens, thrown upon that island by shipwreck, was a breach 
of the rites of hospitality, and an infraction of the laws of na- 
uons. 

Resolved, That the general assembly of North Carolina will 
not recognize any distinction in principle between property in 
persons (as Known to the constitution of the United States) and 
property in things. 

Resolved, That the general assen:bly of North Carolina has 
full confidence in the good faith of the respective members of 
the union, in regard to all those rights guaranteed to each by 
the federal compact, and doubt not that the general government, 
as the common agent of the states, will take such measures, at 
the presemt juncture, a8 may be wise and expedient. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to 





livered by chief justice Buchanan. 


transmit a copy of this report and these resolutions to the pre- 
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sident of the United States, to the executive of each of the 
states, and to the senators and representatives of North Caroli- 
na in the congress of the United States. 

[The preceding has reference to the detention of 
slaves, at Nassau, being shipwrecked on their way to the 
south western states. | 


The “Albany Argus” says— 

The resolution introduced into the senate of New York, by 
col. Young, instructing senators in congress to use their best 
efforts to cause the resolution adopted by the senate of the Unit- 
ed States in March last, virtually impeaching the president of 
the United States, without trial and without the privilege of 
being heard in his defence, to be expunged from the journals of 
that body, was pass-d yesterday by the decisive vote of twenty- 
four to four. 


We have expected some move on the part of the au- 
thorities of Massuchusetts concerning the conflagration 
of the Ursuline convent, at Charlestown—but it is proba- 
ble that the yet pending cases of persons charged with 
that offence, have so far prevented it. We see, however, 
that— 

Mr. Seaver, of Boston, presented to the house of representa- 
tives a petition of bishop Fenwick, praying for remuneration for 
the burning of the Ursuline convent. Mr. Seaver moved to re- 
fer it to the judiciary committee. Mr. Watts, of Boston, moved 
the committee on claims, which prevailed, 186 to 147. Subse- 
quently, Mr. Watts moved a reconsideration, and to refer it to 
a select committee of one from each county, which was lost. 
Mr. Cook, of Boston, then moved to lay it on the table to be 
printed, which was agreed to. 

There are many speculations of the amount of last 
ear’s cotton crop. A writer in a Charleston paper puts 
t down at 1,075,000 bales—saying, 

To reach this result, [ allow— 





New Grileans 540,000 
Mobile 155,000 
Florida, 26 ,000—720,000 
Received in Savannah 84.000 
Stock, Augusta and Hamburg 30.000 
Vet to arrive in do. 40,000 
In Macon, and on the river 14,000 
Vet to arrive in Macon, Mil- . 

ledgeville and other places 22,000—190,000 
Received in Charleston 100,000 
Stock in Columbia, Camden and 3.000 
“ana ’ 
T'o atrive in all these places and 

come forward 37,000 

140,000 


Virginia 

Supposed disposition of the above— 
For home consumption, to lie over in the U.S. 200,000 
For France and the continent 250,000 
Great Britain 625,000 


25,000 —165,000 1,075,000 





1,075,000 

And the exports of 1833 having been 1,218,000 bales, 
there is an apparent deficiency of 145,000. 

Such calculations may approximate the truth, but 
will generally fall short of it. “The bale, too, is an un- 
certain quantity. It is much heavier now than it was 
heretofore, being better packed. The domestic con- 
sumption, we think, is underrated. A great deal of 
cotton is used that does not appear in the amount of ex- 
ports—being consumed in families, or shipped in small 
parcels, and unnoticed. 

The Charleston Courier says— 

A bet of fifty thousand dollars is said to have been made in 
New Orleans, by a large cotton planter from the vicinity of 
Natchez, on the extent of the crop or supply of the present sea- 
son, Viz: 

@10,000 that the supply will not be 1,150,000 bales. 





10,000 do. do. 1,175,000 

10 000 do. do. 1,200,000 
$10,000 do. do. 1 225,000 
$10,000 do. Jo, 1,250,000 
$50 .000 


A bet of 3500 has been made in Charleston, that the supply 
of the Atlantic states will fall short of last year’s above 100,000 
bales, and it is reported that $5,000 more may be had on the 
same bet. 


The sudden death of capt. Hudry, being mentioned in 
sour journal of the proceedings of congress, (last week), 
renders it necessary that we should copy the following 
from the **National Intelligencer” of the 25th— 

One of the coroner’s jury which inquired into the case, de- 
sires us to state, that capt. John Hudry, who died suddenly in 





this city a few days ago, did not commit suicide, as was report- 
ed and stated in the senate, but that be died from a violent he- 
morrhage of the bowels. 


— 

Of the Seminole Indians we have the following addi- 
tional account, from the “Jackson (Florida) Courier” of 
the 8th January. 

We stated in our paper last week that this tribe would pro- 
bably submit to the United States authorities, and be removed 
beyond the Mississippi river, without any resistance. From a 
gentleman who has sinee returned from Fort King, we learn 
that, on the 27th December, about 250 of the tribe met and held 
atalk. About one-half were for emigrating peaceably, and the 
residue were disposed to shew fight. One of the chiefs said 
he had on hand one hundred and fifty kegs of good powder, and 
that he never would consent to go until that was burnt. The 
warriors were generally armed with rifles. Much apprehension 
was felt by some of the white settlers, that serious mischief 
would occur before the tribe were removed. Eight or ten fa- 
milies constantly lodge jin one house, and are armed to mert 
emergencies. One house has recently been robbed of furni- 
ture, beds, &e. 


——— 


A great number of females were recently gratified in 
seeing a man hung on Long Island, New York, for the 
murder of his wife. Such sights, we are glad to say, 
are not very common, and the dear creatures have but 
few occasions to shew their sensibility at hanging parties. 


_ 


Mr. Gurley, late a public boxer or prize fighter, and 
now a member of the British parliament, has invested 
£160,000 in the Hetten ecolliery—say 800,000 dollars! 
Is he not one of the ‘Corinthian columns of society,” so 
much spoken of in the old world, by chambermaids and 
stage players, honoring the people of the United States 
by—taking their money? 


-_— 


The following queer article appearsin the Quelce 
Gazette, addressed to the editor: 

Sir: Having some personal acquaintance with Dr. Nelson 
and Mr. Chapman, I cannot think thatthe surmises respect- 
ing the object of their visitto Washington are well founded. 
If they are capable of undertaking the mission which is gratui- 
tously assigned to them, I should still say they are too well in- 
formed to engage in it. They must both know gen. Jackson’s 
declaration in respect to the alleged views of the Hartford eon- 
vention. He isnot a man to approve, in the subjects of other 
countries, conduct, which he thought merited military execu- 
tion in citizens of the United States. Besides, to countenance 
projects on the part of the subjects of a friendly power, against 
their own government, is a breach of international law, in 
which he would not be concerned; and subjects or citizens 
making overtures of the kind, offer an insult to the govern- 
ment they apply to, and place themselves out of its protection. 

What though one of these gentlemen was a member and the 
ather a secretary to the convention, may they not travel for 
information or amusement, or On private business, as well as 
other people? X. Y. Z. 


ly A Bee 


FOREIGN NEWS. 
From Paris papers to the 23d December inclusive. 
FRANCE. 

The packet ship France, which carried out the president’s 
message, had not arrived. Nothing had occurred in the cham- 
ber relative to the treaty. The Courier Francaise and the Con- 
stitutionnel, in speaking of the economy of the chambers, ad- 
vance the opinion that they will not pass the bill for the pay- 
ment of our indemnities. 

The Toulon squadron of evolutions were fitting out with all 
possible despatch, and the several naval arsenals were bu-ily 
occupied in finishing such ships as are under repair. The ar- 
my for 1835 is fixed at 123,000 men. 

The chamber had agreed to the removal of the remains of Na- 
poleon from St. Helena. 

The chamber of peers had passed sentence on M, Rouen, the 
editor of the Nationnel newspaper for a libel on themselves, 
They sentenced him to two years imprisonment and to pay a 
fine of 10,000 franes. A subscription was immediately set on 
foot and nearly the whole amount subscribed. J. Lafitte, the 
late banker, contributed 100 franes, part of the proceeds of the 
sale of his furniture. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

Lord Londonderry had been appointed minister to Russia, 
which created great distrust of sir Robert Peel’s professions. 
Preparations were making in all quarters for the coming parlia- 
mentary election, 

SPAIN. 

The queen’s troops had gained a victory over the Carlists, 
kitted 400, and compelled the remainder to fly in all directions. 
{tis thought that Mina will soon put an end to the war. 

PORTOGAL. ' 

The duke de Leuchtenhburgh, spouse-elect of Donna Maria, 

was to quit Munich fer Portugal on the 3d January, and would 











NILES’ REGISTER—JAN. 


81, 1835—CONGRESS. 875 





————— cenbeigunsnasdtintgiiniseteapmens 


assume the title of the duke of Santa Cruz, and be styled his 
royal highness. ‘Two envoys from Portugal wete on their way 
to Manich to accompany him to Lisbon. 

HOLLAND AND BELGIUM. 

Holland was increasing her warlike preparations, having re- 
called all her soldiers on furlough, and considerable excitement 
was created at Antwerp on the 19th December, by the sudden 
departure of the garrison troops from that place for the frontier. 

GERMANY. 

By a new police regulation in Frankfort, no stranger can ob- 
tain permission to sojourn even for a few days without giving 
security for his good conduct. 

A congress of ministers of the northern powers is about being 
held in the spring “*to devise measures for putting an end to the 
political evils that are desolating the western part of Europe’’. 

ITALY. 

A new bank had been established at Rome under favorable 
auspices. Don Miguel, who had been very attentive in his vi- 
sits to the pope, had been engaged in negotiating a loan on the 
pledge of a large quantity of diamonds which he had deposited 
in the bank. 








TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION. 
SENATE. 


January 23. Mr. R. H. Goldsborough elected senator from 
Maryland vice Mr. E. F. Chambers resigned, appeared, was 
qualified and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Hendricks, inquiry was instituted as to the 
propriety of fixing by law the time for the adjournment of con- 

ress. 

The bili making appropriations for the army; and the bill 
making appropriations for the revolutionary and other pension- 
ers, were severally read a third time and passed. 

After various other private bills had been considered and dis- 

osed of 

The bili for the relief of Lucy Bend and others, (being for the 
interest on revolutionary commutation claims) was taken up, 
and the question being on ordering the bill to be engrossed fora 
third reading, the yeas and nays being ordered appeared as fol- 
lows. 

YVEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Buchanan, Frelinghuysen, Goldsbo- 
rough, Kent, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Moore, Naudain, Porter, 
Prentiss, Rubbins, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, 
Tomlinson, Tyler, Webster, White—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuthbert, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Wright—13. 

The senate then adjourned over to Monday next. 

January 26. Mr. Moore presented the joint resolution of the 
legislature of Alabama, asking for an additional portion of the 
public domain, to aid the state in its system of internal im- 
provemeants—teferred. 

Mr. King, of Alabama, reported a bill making an appropria- 
tion of $100,000 for additional defences of the city of Baltimore; 
and a bill for the purchase of certain ground adjoining Fort 
McHenry; both of which bills were read, &e. 

Mr. Ewing, from the committee on the post office and post 
roads, made a report, the reading of which being called for, 
Mr. Ewing commenced the reading of the report, and it was 
continued by Mr. Southard until 4 o’clock, when 

Mr. Clay moved that the senate adjourn, stating that there 
was a considerable portion of this report which had not been 
read, and that a counter report would be presented. lle ex- 
cused himself for not making his promised motion that the se- 
nate gu into the consideration of executive business, which he 
had intended to make, but for the interruption caused by the 
reading of this report, which had put it out of his power. 

The senate then adjourned. 

Jan. 27. Mr. Ewing moved the senate to proceed to the 
consideration of the post office report, which being agreed to, 
the reading of the report was resumed, and continued untila 
quarter past 2 o’clock, when, Mr. Ewing having terminated 
the reading of the report, 

Mr. Grundy rose and stated, that the report which had been 
read contained the views of three senators in the committee, 
constituting the majority. The senator from Illinois (Mr. Ro- 
binson) and himself had prepared a document, giving their views 
of the subject, without any reference to the report of the majo- 
rity. He would now move that this paper be also received. 

The senate having agreed to receive the paper, Mr. Grundy 
proceeded to read the same, occupying until about half past 3 
o’clock. 

Mr. Grundy then moved the printing of the reports. In or- 
der to avoid any collision on the subject, the committee had 
come to an unanimous opinion on the subject, in conformity 
with which he was instructed to move that seven thousand five 
hundred copies of the report and twenty-five hundred copies of 
the documents, be printed. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Calhoun, it was determined that the 
motion should not be made, until the bill reported by the com- 
mittee should have been read. 

The bill was then read. 

Mr. Grundy moved the second reading by the title. He stat- 
ed that the bill had not bad full consideration before the com- 
mittee in consequence of the pressure of business. He believ- 
ed the committee would all agree, that to make the bill perfect, 
some additional provisions must be reported. He wished the 
bill to be read a second time, and recommitted, pledging him- 


self that the committee would very shortly report it, with the 
necessary amendmeuts. 

A considerable discussion arose on the question of the dispo- 
sition of the bill, in which Messrs. Ewing, Clay, Grundy, Clay- 
ton, Porter, Calhoun, Preston, Cuthbert, and Benton took part. 
Mr. Southard had also risen, when, 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, the senate adjourned. 

January 28. The chair communicated a report from the com- 
missioner of the land office containing copies of oaths directed 
to be administered to all persons applying to purchase public 
land, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Prentiss submitted a resolution calling on the president 
to communicate to the senate the correspondence which pass- 
ed between the governments of the United States and Spain, 
through their respective ministers or agents, in the negotiation 
of the late treaty between the two governments, together with 
the instructions given to the ministers of the United States from 
time to time. 

Mr. Smith moved to lay the resolution on the table, upon 
which Mr. Hill demanded the yeas and nay, which being or- 
dered appeared as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, 
Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsborough, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, 
Leigh, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Rob- 
bins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Wag- 
gaman, Webster—27. 

NAYS—Messts. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Grun 
dy, Hill, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, of Geo. Linn, McKean, 
Moore, Morris, Preston, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, White, Wright—20. 

So the question was determined in the affirmative, and the 
whole matter was laid upon the table. 

Mr. King, of Aiabama, said it beeame his duty to present cer- 
tain joint resolutions from the legislature, setting forth their 
disapprobation of the resolution of the senate of last session, 
censuring the chief magistrate for certain official acts, and in- 
structing their senators to use their best efforts to have the 
same expunged from the journal of the senate. 

sn moved that the resolutions be laid on the table and 
printed. 

Mr. Clay asked that the resolutions might be read; which 
having been done, a long, animated and discursive debate en- 
sued, in which Messrs. Clay, King, of Alabama, Moore, Pres- 
ton, Benton, Calhoun and Clayton, took part. 

Mr. Clay then gave notice that when the subject should be 
moved again, he would move the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the instructions of the legislature of Alabama, 
presented by the senator from that state, ought not to be acted 
upon by the senate, inasmuch as they are not addressed to the 
senate, nor coutain any request that they be laid before the se- 
nate; and inasmuch, also, us thet which those resolutions di- 
rectshall be done, cannot be done without violating the con- 
stitution of the United States. 

The consideration of the reports on the post office being re- 
sumed, 

Mr. Smith submitted the following resolution, which lies one 
day: 

Resolved, That the general post office is deeply in debt—its 
allairs in great disorder—its accounts and reports irregular, un- 
satisfactory, and in many instances untrue—that large sums of 
public money have been wasted and paid over to favored indi- 
viduals Upou false pretences, and that its conduct and adminis- 
tration are justly the subjects of public complaint, and demand 
a radical reform. 

The bill to reorganize the general post office was taken up, 
and made the special order for Monday next. 

Twenty thousand copies of the reports were then ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Webster the senate took up the bill making 
compensation for French spoliations prior to 1800, The ques- 
tion being upon ordering the bill to a third reading, 

Mr. Webster demanded the yeas and nays, which were order- 
ed, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Fre- 
linghuysen, Goldsborough, Kent, Knight, McKean, Moore, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Shep- 
ley,Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Waggaman, 
W ebster—25. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, 
of Ga. Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Morris, Robinson, Tallmadge, Ty- 
ler, White, Wright—2l1. 

Mr. Clayton then gave notice that at 1 o’clock to-morrow he 
would move the senate to go into the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the senate adjourned, 

January 29. On motion of Mr. Webster a resolution was 
unanimously adopted calling on the secretary of the treasury to 
cause to be ascertained the amount of duties assessed and paid 
on plains, Kerseys and Kendall cottons imported into the U. 
States, which were ordered after the passage of the act of July 
1832, and before the passage of the act of March 1833, and that 
he lay the amount thereof before the next session of congress. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, inquiry was instituted as to the ex- 
pediency of increasing the appropriation for arming the fortifi- 
cations of the United States. 

Mr. Hendricks reported a bill making appropriations to com- 








plete certain roads in the territory of Arkansas—read, &c. 
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At this moment, a message was received from the house of 
representatives announcing the death of Warren R. Davis, a 
member of that house, from South Carolina. 

Mr. Cathoun after pronouncing a brief but beautiful enlogium, 
on the deceased, (which must be deferred for the next Register), 


moved the customary order in such cases. Atter which the se- 
nate adjourned. 


—_ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday, Jan.21. The following are the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay Mr. John Q. Adams’ motion, to insert the 
name of the present chairman of the committee of foreign rela- 
tions on the journal of the house, so as to make the record cor- 
oe with the axisting relations of that committee, on the 
table. 

YEAS—Messrs. John J. Allen, Wm. Allen, Anthony, Beale, 
Bean, Blair, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, Burns, Carmi- 
chael, Carr, Casey, Chaney, S. Clark, Coffee, Conner, Cramer, 
Day, P. Dickerson, D. W. Dickinson, Duulap, Ferris, Fowler, 
W. K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Gilmer, Graham, Grayson, Jos. 
Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Joseph M. Harper, Har- 
rison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Hub- 
bard, Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, R. M. Johnson, Noadiah John- 
son, B. Jones, Kilgore, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lea, 
T. Lee, Loyall, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, J. K. Mann, Mar- 
dis, J. Y. Mason, M. Mason, May, McIntire, McKay, McKim, 
McKinley, McLene, McVean, Miller, Robt. Mitchell, Morgan, 
Muhlenberg, Osgood, Parks, Parker, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, 
Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Pinckney, Plummer, Polk. 
Pope, Ramsay, Reynolds, Schenck, Schley, Aug. H. Shepperd, 
Shinn, Smith, Speight, Standiter, Sutherland, W. Taylor, Fran 
cis Thomas, Thomson, ‘Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, 
Wardwell, Webster, Whallon, White—109., 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman Allen, C. Al 
Jan, Archer, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, 
Beaty, Binney, Briggs, Burd, Burges, Bynum, Cage, Chambers, 
Chilton, Claiborne, Wm. Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Coulter, 
Crane, Darlington, A. Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Denny, Dick- 
son, Evans, H. Everett, Ewing, Feider, Fillmore, Foster, Philo 
Cc Futter, Gamble, Gholson, Gordon, Gorham, Grennell, Griffin, 
Hiland H. Hall, Hannegan, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazel 
tine, Heath, Hiester, Wm. Jackson, Ebenezer Jackson, Janes, 

' Wm. C, Johnson, H. Johnson, King, Lay, Letcher, Lewis, Lin- 
coln, Love, Lucas, Manning, Martindale, Marshall, McComas, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Miner, Moore, Patton, Phillips, 
Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Robertson, W. B. Shepard, 
Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Steele, W. P. Taylor, Tompkins, 
Trambull, Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Fred. 
Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, Young—97. 

Friday, Jan. 23. Mr. Cambreleng reported a bill from the se- 
nate to exempt merchandise, imported under certain cireum- 
stances from the operation of the act of 1828, with an amend 
ment—read twice and committed. 

Mr. Thompson reported a bill to authorise a compromise, to 
secure to the United States the Pea Patch island, in the river 
Delaware. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. Reed reported the bill authorising the purchase of the use 
of Boyd Reilly’s steam patent—read twice and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Vance, the secretary of the treasury was 
requested to communicate the amount paid to the different 
custom house officers of Boston, New York, Philadelphia and 

Baltimore, under the provisions of the second session of the act 
suaking appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
zoverament for the year 1834, 

The resolution moved heretofore by Mr. McCarty, calling on 
the president for copies of all letters and correspondence be- 
tween the Indian department and Indian agents and sub-agents, 
was taken up, and after a warm and animated debate, the reso- 
jution was referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

The house then severally took up various private bills, and 
having disposed of them, adjourned. 

Saturday, Jan. 24. Mr. J. Q. Adams reported the bill from 
the senate for the adjustment of the boundary lines of Ohio, In- 
diana and Illinois, without amendment, and with the recom- 
mendation that the house do not pass it. 

Mr. E. Everett, from the select joint library committee, re- 
ported a joint resolution in effect authorising Morgan Neville to 
have restruck, from tbe original die, a medal, similar to the one 
presented by congress to gen. Morgan, which bad been stolen, 
and which was supposed to have been melted down. 

The resolution having been read a first and second time, 

Mr. Evere/t stated, that the medal referred to was presented 
by congress to gen. Daniel Morgan, who bequeathed it to the 

memorialist, Morgan Neville. The memorial of Mr. Neville, 

(upon which this report was founded) set forth that the medal 

was stolen from a bank in Pittsburgh, some years ago, and that 

all attempts to recover it had failed, the medal was of gold, 
very highly valued by the family, and was stated to be worth, 

intrinsically, thirty-one guineas. The memorialist asks that a 

new medal may be struck for him from the original die, which 

is, Or Ought to be, atthe mint, in Philadelphia. He did not ask 
that it should be done at the expense of the government; though, 
under ali the circumstances he (Mr. E.) would be willing that 
it should be done at the public expense. But, as it would be 
necessary to commit the resotution in that case, which would 
delay and endanger its passage, he had preferred to move its 


— 
— 


The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading. 


The house then resumed the consideration of the following 


resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. Reynolds: 


Resolved, ‘Vat hereafter, in all elections made by the house 


of represeutatives, (for officers) the votes shall be given virg 
voce, each member in his place naming aloud the person for 
whom he votes. 


Mr. Crockett moved to lay the resolution on the table, and the 


question being taken, it was decided in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman Allen, Chilton 
Allan, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Bay- 
lies, Beaty, Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Bunch, Burges, Cage, 
Campbell, Carmichael, Chambers, Clhulton, Wm. Clark, Clay- 
ton, Clowney, Corwin, Crane, Crockett, Davie, Davenport, De- 
berry, Denny, Dickson, Dickinson, Evans, Ewing, Felder, 
Fillmore, Forrester, Foster, Fulton, Gamble, Gholson, Gilmer, 
Gorham, Graham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, 
Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Deister, inge, Wm. Jackson, 
Ebenezer Jackson, Janes, William C. Johnson, H. Johnson, 8. 
Jones, King, Lea, Letcher, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, 


Marshall, MeCarty, MceKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Miner, 
Moore, Peyton, Phillips, Pickens, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, 


tencher, W. B. Shepard, Aug. H. Shepperd, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Steele, W. P. Taylor, Philemon ‘Thomas, ‘Thomsen, 
Tompkins, Trumbull, Tweedy, Vance, Viuton, Watmough, 
Frederick Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, Young—101. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, William Allen, 
Anthony, Archer, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, 
Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, 
Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Claiborne, S. Clark, Clay, Coffee, 
Coulter, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dunlap, Ferris, W. K. Ful- 
ler, Galbraith, Gillet, Gordon, Jos. Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Hal- 
sey, Jos. M. Harper. Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Heath, 
Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Huntington, Jarvis, R. M. Jolin. 
son, N. Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kilgore, Kinnard, 
Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Thomas Lee, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, 
Lytle, A. Mann, Joel K. Mann, Manning, Mardis, J. Y. Mason, 
M. Mason, May, McComas, McIntire, McKay, McKim, McKin- 
ley, MecLene, McVean, Miller, Robert Mitchel), Morgan, Mur- 
phy, Osgood, Parks, Parker, Pation, Patterson, Pearce, Pierce, 
Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, Reynolds, Robertson, 
Schenck, Sehley, Shinn, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Sutherland, 
Francis Thomas, ‘Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Whallon—113. 

The question being then on the adoption of the resolution, 
Mr. Fillmore said there were twe modes by which the house 
could elect its officers: by ballotor by open nomination, riva 
voce. We elect our speaker by ballot, and | am not aware that 
any inconvenience has been found to result from this rule, or 
that there has been any attempt made to change it. But when 
the appointing power is exercised by a legislative body, for the 
state or nation, Lam clearly of opinion that it should be always 
done by open nomination. It is then an exercise of delegated 
power, in which the constituent is intrusted, and he has a right 
to know how the trust has been discharged. The appointing 
power which this house can exercise, is one exercised by every 
legislative body in appointing its own officers, whose power and 
authority are limited entirely to the body which appoints 
them, and who exercise no general jurisdiction or authority over 
the rights of the citizen. 


The constitution gave to the house of representatives the 
power to “choose their own speaker and other officers’’—the 
choice was thus limited to officers of this honse and not of the 
nation—the power of officers for the nation was given to other 
departments, viz: the president and senate. Whether the otli- 
cers of the house were elected by ballot, or viva voce, was not 
material, and, nnless there be some good reason given, be should 
be opposed to any change of the mode of election. 

He supposed that the change was to be effected for the pur- 
pese of having some influence in the election of a printer to 
the house. We may as well then meet the question fairly, and 
see if the resolution would meet the subject, aud whether we 
have the power to effect it. 

Mr. F. maintained that if the printer was an officer of this 
house, that it could not conatitutionally elect him for the next 
congress, as the constitution provided that ‘each house is to 
choose its own officers.””? The authority of this house will soon 
be at an end,and another is to succeed it. Can we elect a 
speaker or clerk for the next house? No one will pretend it. 
Aud by parity of reasoning, we cannot choose a printer, if he 
be an officer of the house. This question was a good deal agi- 
tated last winter, it was then said that the printer was an ofli- 
cer of the house, and that by the constitution each house was 
to elect its own officers, and that, therefore, the appointment of 
a printer by the last bonse, was not binding upon ws, and we 
might go on and choose another for ourselves. He was anxi- 
ous to see how those who maintained that doctrine then will act 
nor. 

Mr. Reynolds had not intended to create any excitement by 
this resolution; for to party excitement he was always opposed. 
Ile had no idea of tonching the printer to this house, as the gen- 
tleman from New York supposed. The resolution maintained 
asound republican principle, and, thereiore, he eared not whe- 
ther it reach the printer or not. He carcd not what kind of 
printers or preachers, they had on this side of the mountains. 
He regretted that the proposition had excited so much feeling. 





engrossment in its present form. 
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His state had adopted the rule proposed by his resolution iu all 
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elections, and, as a member of the legislature, he had voted for 
it. His friend from New York talked about the printer. Let 
us establish the rute and if it be good, wo matter what printer is 
setup ordown by it. In the choice of speaker or printer, he 
thonght we had better say aye or nay at once, and let our con- 
stituents know who we voted for; they bad a right to know it. 

Mr. McKinley did not suppose that in the discussion of a ge- 
neral resolution, the election of any particular officer of the 
house would be considered. Mr. McK. contended that the 
printer was an officer of this house; that the election of a prin- 
ter was a “proceeding”? which we were obliged to enter on the 
journal according to the provisions of the constitution; that the 
house was also to determine the rules of its proceedings, and 
could, therefore, direct the choice of its officers to be made by 
ballot, or Otherwise as they might see fit. The resolution of 
the Sth Feb. 1829 repealed, explained and modified that of 1819, 
with respect to the election of printer. Itsays that each house 
shall proceed to vote for printer, but does not say that it shal! 
vote by ballot. 

Mr. Hardin said the joint resolutiun of 1819 grew out of a 
general complaint of the extravagant charges made for printing. 

(Mr. Vanderpoel rose to a question of order; but the speaker 
having decided that Mr. H. was in order) 

Mr. Hardin said he had an amendment to offer which would 
obviate all the inconvenience. He denied that the law of 1819 
was repealed by the resolution of 1829. It merely modified the 
rule in some particulara. Mr. H. said from the foundation of 
the government to the present, all elections had been made by 
ballot, in both houses of congress. There had been wise men 
here from all quarters—some froin the east, whence the scrip- 
tures said they should come—and the fact had never been be- 
fore discovered, that the constitution requires viva voce elec- 
tions of officers of the two houses. The discovery came from 
the west, and he was glad to find that the wise men came from 
that quarter, for he was a western man himself. 

Mr. Gilmer wished to Know whether the proposition before 
the house was to remedy any evil? No—for what evil was 
complained of? The answer, he repeated, went to the very 
foundation of this government. The proposition proceeded on 
the supposition that this was the most corrupt government on 
the face of the earth. When it was intended that the voter 
should act on his own judgment, the vote was given by ballot— 
and when the vote was to represent the judgment of other per- 
sons, it was given viva voce. It wae destructive of every prin- 
ciple of democracy to apply this mode of voting to such a case. 
it was intended in voting viva voce, that the voter should be de- 
pendent upon other persons who were concerned in the vote. 
Shall we be dependent, in a matter relating entirely to our. 
selves, upon other persons? Upon whom is it proposed, by the 
resolution before the house, to render us dependent? Not upon 
the people—not upon those we represent, but upon the men 
who hold the party power of the government. We are to be 
brought up, for our votes here, before the men who command 
the party power and patronage of the government. This was 
the object and tendency of the proposition. Was it worthy of 
the house to he made thus dependent upon executive officers of 
the government, in the exercise of the right of choosing their 
own officers. ‘To render the members of this house responsi- 
ble to those who wielded the exeentive patronage, was a prin- 
ciple which would sap the foundations of the government. He 
believed that this new principle of dependence upon the execu 
tive officers of the government was rapidly gaining ground; 
and, unless we carry home to the people an impression of the 
magtitude of the evil, we eannot much Jonger preserve the 
freedom of our institutions. 

Mr. Miller was in favor of the resolution; the representative 
gives the vote of his constituents, and they have a right to 
know how he voted. Shall we change the rule of this house in 
relation to the election of Officers, so that our constituents and 
ail others may know for whom we vote. Or shall we continue 
the present rule, so that neither they, nor any one. else, shall 
know for whom their votes are given by their representatives. 


Mr. Briges. of Mass. replied to Mr. McKinley, and entered 
into an argument to controvert his position, that the resolution 
of 1819 had been repealed, and maintained that it had only been 
modified. It was plain to him that the law of 1829 did no‘ 
reach the mode of election, and in that point did not affeet the 
pre-existing law upon the subject. The present resolution 
goes to change, of a sudden, a practice of the house which 
has prevailed uniformly, and without question, for forty five 
years. Not until this time was it ever declared that this prac- 
tice was subversive of the representative principle. The gen 
tleman from Pennsylvania, in that refined and courteous man- 
ner which distinguished him, and with his peculiar propriety of 
language, had asked whether members of this house wished to 
“eneak?’ to a ballot box with their votes. Let the gentleman 
talk to these whose ballots sent him here, of sneaking. Let 
those who sneak talk of sneaking—he did not believe the gen- 
tleman was one of these—but let him not tell the members of 
thie honse of sneaking. Mr. B. spoke of the usage of the state 
which he represented. All votes were there given by ballot, 
and the practice was attended with great advantages. 

Those views brought him to very different conclusions from 
those of the gentlemen fram Alabama and Tlingis. 

Mr. Peyton took the floor, but yielded it to Mr. Love, who re- 
marking that it was now 4 o’clock, moved an adjournment. 


Mr. Mann called for the yeas and nays; but they were refueed 
and the house adjourned, 











Monday, Jon. 26. Mr. Patton asked the consent of the house 
to submit the following resolutions, which were read: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on foreign affairs to which was 
referred that part of the message of the president which con- 
cerns our relations with France, be instructed to report the fol- 
lowing resolutions to the house: 

Resolved, ‘That the claims of our citizens for reparation from 
France, provided for in the treaty of 4th July, 1831, rest upon 
the strongest ground of right and justice, and their validity and 
extent have been rendered incontestible as between the two 
governments by that convention, 

Resolved, That the idea of acquiescing in the refusal of France 
to execute the treaty, will not be entertained by any branch of 
this government, and that we ought to insist, and have a right 
Lo expect, that France will not persist in the failure to comply 
with the engagement made in that treaty. 

Resolved, That as the king of the French has, in some of the 
most recent communications which have passed between the 
ministers of the two governments, given repeated and reiterat- 
ed assurances of his sincere desire to have the treaty carried 
into effect, has declared his intention to present the bill for that 
purpose as soon as the chambers can be assembled, and his de- 
termination to use every exertion in bis power to obtain the ap- 
propriation, as the bill was heretofore rejected in the chamber 
of deputies by a very small majority, and as that body is now in 
seseion at an earlier period than was anticipated when congress 
met, we ought at present to confide in the sincerity of the pro- 
fessions Of the French executive, and, relying still upon the 
honor and integrity of France, notwithstanding the unjustifiable 
delays which have taken place, not now abandon the hope that 
the obligations of good faith, and a due sense of the justice of 
our claims will not be, finally, disregarded and overlooked by 
the French government in any of its departments. 

Resolved, ‘hat it is not expedient at this time, and under ex- 
isting circumstances, to adopt any legislative measure in rela- 
tion to our affairs with France. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, inquired whether the resolutions were 
reported by a committee, aud on being answered that they were 
moved by an individual member, objected to their introduction. 

Mr. Patton then moved the suspension of the rule, which the 
house refused, after some conversation between Messrs. Pat- 
ton, Cambreleng and Wiiliams, by the following vote—yeas 103, 
nays 109. 

On motion of Mr. Hazeltine, inquiry was instituted as to the 
expediency of making an appropriation for continuing the works 
at Dunkirk harbor, N. York. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Lou. inquiry was directed to 
be made as to the expediency of providing for the complete exe- 
cution of the th article ofthe Florida treaty, so far as relates to 
the claims of lands between the Miasissippi and Perdido rivers. 

On motion of Mr. Muhlenberg, inqniry was instituted as to 
the propriety of procuring such additional statues as may be ne- 
cessary to complete the original design of the capitol and of em- 
ploying Luigi Persico to execute the same, 

On motion of Mr. Murphy, inquiry was directed to be made 
as to the expediency of amending the act of congress, passed on 
the 23d of May, 1828, for the relief of purchasers of the public 
lands, that have reverted for the non-payment of the purchase 
money, as also the act of June, 1832, on the same subject. 

On motion of Mr. Lyon, calls were made on the seeretary of 
war, for estimates of the cost of military roads between Green 
Bay and Prairie du Chien, in the territory of Michigan, and 
from Saguaw to Mackinac, in said territory. 

The house resumed the consideration of Mr. Reynold’s reso- 
lution, relative to the election of officers viva voce. 

The question being on the following amendment, offered by 
Mr. Hardin: 

“ Provided, That elections ordered by joint resolution of the 
senate and house of representatives, approved and signed by 


the president, shall be conducted in manner and form as direet- 
ed by said resolution.’’ 


Mr. Peyton, who was entitled to the floor, addressed the 
house at length on the general subject, and advocated the course 
of viva voce voting, but proposed that each congress shall elect 
its own printer, not at the close but at the commencement of 
its session. He concluded by moving that the resolution and 
amendinent be committed to the committee on the judiciary, 
with instructions to reporta resolution, which he sent to the 
chair, a copy of which we could not obtain in time for publica- 
tion. 

Messrs. Pope, of Ky. Vanderpoel and Gillet, of New York, 
supported the resolution. 

Messrs. Clayton and Jones, of Geo. opposed the resolution, as 
also did Mr. Pearce. of R. I. The latter gentleman thongh op- 
posed to the resolution, avowed his intention to vote for Mr. 
Blair, as printer to the house, as being entitled to it for having 
defended the administration. 

Mr. Hawes moved the previous question, but the house re- 
fused to support the motion—ayes 76, noes 99; whereupon 

On motion of Mr. Clay, the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Jan. 27. The joint resolution authorising the pre- 
sident to present a gold medal to col. Croghan, and swords to 
the officers under his command at Fort Sandusky, was read a 
third time, amended and passed. 

Mr. Love, from the committee on Indian affairs, to which the 
resolution offered by Mr. McCarty, of the 2d instant bad been 





referred, reported an amendment restricting the call for infor- 
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mation to such letters and correspondence as had passed be- 
tween the Indian department and the agents and sub-agents, 
‘teast of the Mississippi;’’ and explained the object of the com- 
mittee, in their proposed amendiment, as well as that to be ef- 
fected by the call generally—the correction of abuses in the dis- 
position of Indian reservations. 

Mr. Clay was opposed to the resolution on the ground of the 
expense and labor it would impose upon the department, as 
also to the ex parte investigation it would authorise. The de- 
partment was already in arrears in issuing patents for land only, 
a hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. Plummer said that the calculation which had been for- 
merly made, did not now apply to the resolution in its amend- 
ed form. The object to be gained by the information sought, 
was to enable the people to put their finger on particular frauds 
which had been committed. He should vote for the resolution 
as amended. 

Mr. Love denied that the resolution proposed any investiga- 
tion, and of course, not an ex parte investigation. Unless the 
agents were convicted by their own letters, they could not be 
convicted by the information called for; and if their letters 
should show they were guilty, there could be no disposition on 
the part of any one to screen them. 

Mr. McKinley had heard of frauds, and would be extremely 
glad to have this matter fairly investigated. 

[flere followed some warm remarks from Messrs. Ewing and 
Lane, of Indiana, the former charging the latter with a misre- 
eperenee of what he [Mr. E.] had said on a former occasion. 

e have made out an abstract of what was said by the gentle- 
men, but must defer it, for the present, being pinched for room 
at a late period of the week. } 

After which— 

Messrs. Watmough and Polk simultaneously ealled for the 
orders of the day, wiiich motion was sanctioned, yeas 102, nays 


The bill to amend the act authorising the construction of a 
bridge across the Potomac was then taken up read a third time 
and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of capt. Thomas 
Hudry was passed, 

The joint resolution authorising a gold medal to be struck in 
honor of the battle of the Cowpens, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the general ap- 
propriation bill, the question being on Mr. Vance’s amendment. 
A debate ensued, which occupied the house till a late bour; 
which was attempted to be arrested by Mr. McKinley, who 
moved the previous question; but the house refused to sustain 
him—ayes 73, noes 92. 

When on motion of Mr. Wise. the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan. 28. Mr. Wise submitted a resolution au- 
thorising the appointment of a board of naval officers to revise 
the code of naval signals—twice read. 

Mr. Wise reported a bill providing compensation to commo- 
dore Barron, for his invention called ‘a ventilator of ships?’— 
committed. 

Mr. Vinton reported a bill amendatory of the act for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland road, 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, of Md. inquiry was instituted into 
the expediency of granting and releasing for the benefit of the 
other stockholders of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, the stock 
now held therein by the U. States. 

The amendment of the senate for the adjustment of the land 
claims in Louisiana, were concurred in. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the general ap 
propriation bill, and, after spirited debate, and with various 
modifications, the amendment of Mr. Vance, heretofore men- 
tioned, was agreed to by 110 votes to92. The residue of the 
day was spent upon the same bill. 

Thursday, Jan. 29. After the reading of the journal, 

Mr. Pickens, of South Carolina, rose and announced to the 
house the death of Warren R. Davis, one of his colleagues. 

He pronounced a very feeling aud appropriate eulogy upon 
the personal virtues of the deceased, and paid a tribute of re- 
spect to the high order of his mind and patriotic devotion to his 
country, and concluded by moving that the house will attend 
the funeral of the deceased at twelve o’clock to morrow, and, in 
respect for his memory, wear crape on the left arm for thirty 
days; which motions were severally agreed to. 

[The Speaker announced the following as the committee of 
arrangements for the funeral: Mesars. Pickens, Archer, Wilde, 
Hardin, Coulter, Lansing, McIntire, Crane, and Lea, of Ten 
nessee. } 

On motion of Mr. Manning, the house then immediately ad- 
journed. 

em MG 
PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS. 
[In the order of their dates.]} 
TO THE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The undersigned citizens of Ohio, assembled from various parts 
of the state at the seat of government, avail themselves of 
the occasion to address their fellow citizens of the union, 
upon the subject of a candidate for the presidency in 1836. 
The undersigned are of that class of citizens who believe it 

of vital importance to the preservation of our institutions in 
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and seleet to take possession of them. They are of those who 
believe the events now passing are directly tending to this re- 
sult; and they are anxivus to contribute all in their power to 
prevent that, which they deem a great misfortune to their coun- 
try. 

This they believe can best be effected by an UNION of all those 
who concur with them in opinion, in selecting a candidate ty 
be supported for the presidency of the United States, at the elec. 
tion of 1836. They feel sensibly that there are many difficulties 
in effecting this union; and that these difficulties inspire those 
in power with the hope of retaining and transferring it. But 
the undersigned believe it is not impracticable, and earnestly 
hope that the desire to preserve the great principle of civil |j- 
berty, periled by the mournful progression of executive power 
will triumph over all personal and local considerations. It is in 
this hope they have presumed to address themselves to their 
fellow citizens. 

The undersigned believe the stlection should be made with 
careful reference to personal character, suitable qualifications, 
liberal, enlarged and national feelings. One who could and 
would be PRESLDENT OF THE COUNTRY, the entire country; who 
as far as human infirmity permits, would be free from sectional 
prejudices and individual antipathies; towards whom the great 
body of the people feel no unkindness, and upon whom rea- 
sonable concessions of opinion might induce politicians to unite, 
sacrificing personal prejudices to the common good. One who 
might reasonably be expected to call te the public service the 
talents and worth of the nation, looking for present approbation 
and future renown, to honorable usefulness, and disdaining all 
partial and temporary expedients to catch the applause and po- 
pularity of the moment. 

The undersigned, disclaiming all comparative preferences 
over others, respecttully suggest, that these qualifications and 
characteristics, in a high degree, may be found in their fellow 
citizen, Joan McLean. They only feel at liberty, at present, 
to present his name for the considerauon of their fellow citizens 
throughou. the union. Contending for principles, and not for 
men, they deprecate the evils arising from the election of the 
president by the house of representatives, and while they prc- 
sent an individual of their own state, to the consideration of 
their fellow citizens, should another be brought forward on 
whom those with whom they act can more cordially and ef- 
fectually unite, they promise him their undivided support. They 
only add their sincere conviction, that should Joun McLean 
be put in nomination as the candidate of those with whom 
there is a community of sentiment on the one great purpose of 
preventing an executive from actually appointing his successor, 
there is no reasonable doubt, but that the electoral vote of Ohio 
WILL SUSTAIN 8UCH A NOMINATION. 

[The preceding is signed by a majority of the members of the 
levislature of Ohio, (including the speakers of both houses), and 
a number of other distinguished citizens of the state who hap- 
pened to be at Columbus at the time. ] 








From the Alabama Intelligencer, Extra. 

The resolutions nominating judge Wuire to the presidency, 
came up for consideration in the house of representatives on 
new year’s day. 

Mr. Lewis moved their indefinite postponement; which was 
lost by a vote of 55 to 21. 

The resolutions were then adopted by a vote of 55 to 20, 

The following instrument will show the views of most of the 
minority, Who voted against the nomination: 

The undersigned members of the house of representatives, 
who did not vote for the resolutions nominating Hvuen L. 
Wutre as a candidate for the next presidency of the United 
States, beg leave to submit the reasons for said vote, and to 
spread the same on the journals of the house. 

That Iloen L. Waurre is a man eminently gifted intellectual- 
lv, and that his political and private virtues rarely find a paral- 
lel, are facts by us most freely acknowledged. But our objec 
tions to a presidential nomination arise, in the first place, from 
ageneral disapprobation of caucussing; and in the next, we 
believe the measure premature, and more likely to create con- 
fusion in the republican ranks than to excite harmony, and that 
united effort of all the states, so desirable in sustaining the 
great cause of republicanism. 

Signed by fifteen members of the house of representatives. 

The preamble and resolutions nominating Huen L. WHITE 
to be president of the United States, were adopted in the senate 
of the legislature of the state of Alabama, on the Sth day of 
January, by a vote of 19 to LI. 

Previous to the adoption of the resolutions, an amendment 
was offered to place the name of P. P. Barbour, M. Van Buren, 
Mr. Cass, Mr. Forsyth and Mr. Benton, also before the people 
of the United States, in company with that of judge White, as 
being severally well qualified for the office of president; but the 
senate refused so to incumber the resolutions, and therefore 
nominated judge Wutre for that office by the vote stated above. 


BALTIMORE CONVENTION CONDEMNED. 
On Monday, the 5th of January, Mr. Lewts, a representative 
froin the county of Benton, offered the following resolution: 
‘‘ Resolved, by the house of representatives of the state of Ala- 
hama, That we recommend to the citizens of this state, and of 
the United States, to hold a convention at Baltimore for the 


vigorous usefulness, that no executive administration of the | nomination of president and vice president of the United States, 
and that we will sustain such nomination.” 
The house rejected this resolution by a vote of 61 to 8. 


government of the United States should be permitted to tranafer 
its official power and influence to those whom it may prefer 


| 
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Massachusetts. 

At a very large convention of the members of the Massa- 
chusetts legislature, held on Wednesday evening last, Danie 
WEBSTER Was wnanimously recommended to his fellow citi- 
zens as @ candidate for the presidency. About 450 members 
attended the meeting. Mr. Pickman, president of the senate, 

resided in the convention; Mr. Rockwell, the speaker of the 
other house, acted as vice president, and Messr3. Hedge, of 
plymouth, and Chapman, of Springfield, as secretaries. 

The hon. Henry Shaw, senator from Berkshire. called the 
meeting to order, and made some animated remarks, on the ob- 
ject of it. Mr. Parsons offered the resolutions, aud was sup- 
ported by Messrs. Sturges, Blake and Dalton. 

The following were the resolutions adopted: 

ist. That in the present state of public affairs, it appears to 
this meeting seasonable and expedient that it should express 
jts opinion on the subject of a candidate for the presidency of 
the United States, with entire respect, nevertheless, for the 
opinions and sentiments of other friends of the public liberty, 
the constitution and the laws, throughout the United States. 

Qd. That, in the judgment of this mecting, it is indispensable 
to any hope of general union, or of vigorous and successful 
support, that some citizen should be nominated for that high 
office, who is generally known throughout the country, who is 
of acknowledged and pre-eminent ability, and of unquestioned 
integrity and patriotism, and whose tried attachment to the 
constitution of the country may be a sure pledge, that he will 
stand by it as it is, obey all its injunctions, submit to all its re- 
strictions Upon executive authority, and administer itin a true 
republican spirit. 

3d. That, without derogating in any degree from the high 
merits or distinguished services of other eminent citizens, this 
meeting propose to their fellow citizens throughout the United 
States, the name of Danie WessTer, as a candidate for the 
presidency. 

4th. That we recommend DanieL WEBSTER as a candidate 
for this high trust, not as a citizen of Massachusetts, not as one, 
who, if elected, would favorin any especial manner, the in- 
terests of this state or of any state; but as a ciiizen of the United 
States, as the *‘man of the country” thoroughly acquainted with 
all its interests, just and impartial in his regard for the east and 
the west—the north and the south, known on both continents 
as one of the most enlightened and powerful advocates of free 
principles which the age has produced, ‘an American in 
thought, word and deed,’ and a most firm, zealous and elo- 
quent defender of the glorious constitution under which we 
live. 

5th. That in proposing Mr. Webster for this elevated station, 
we are governed solely by an earnest conviction of what is 
best calculated to produce the welfare of the country; and in 
supporting him we shall act ourselves, and we invite others to 
join us, and act with us under his OWN WaTCHWoRD, announced 
by himself, on the field of the first great revolutionary battle, 
amidst the remnants of the gallant band of the soldiers of liberty, 
and congregated thousands of ardent and patriotic citizens— 
our country—our whole country, and nothing but our country. 

fiG-ltis suggested, and, without refvrence to the other re- 
sulis, we think it highly probable, that the whole south will 
stand opposed to the proposed convention at Dultimore, and 
will send no delegates—unless small minorities of the people— 
as once happened, when a solitary individual, appointed by 
some half a dozen persons, in private, gave the vote of the 
second state in the union, On a similar Oveasion, 





We may add here in further explanation of what is going on, 
the following paragraph from the ‘United States Telegraph.”’ 

“The next presidency. The Knoxville Register publishes three 
articles upon the subject of the next presidency which are sig- 
nificant—declares that “judge White’s name will nor be with- 
drawn.”? The next charges the Washington Globe with wish- 
ing to misrepresent public opinion in Tennessee on the subject, 
and the third, which is acommunication, asserts that the “seeds 
of conRUPTION have taken deeper root,’ that “parties are or- 
ganized with a view to secure the succeszion in favor of a 
particular individual, whose selection is made for no other pur- 
pose, nor from no higher motive than to subserve the interests of a 
party! That, “‘the purity of the elective franchise is FROoSTITUTED 
to the cupidity of the wealthy office holders, and the spoiis oF 
victory are exhibiled to the minds of his followers as the reward 
for their fidelity to his tniquirous Cause.”’ 

“This is a good begianing, and we argue from it that judge 
White’s friends are resolved to act as becomes men who look 
to the rescue of the constitution from the dangers which threaten 
it; but we let the Register speak for itself.’’ 

A public meeting of the people of Dauphin county, (Penn.) 
was held at Harrisburgh last week, at which gen. WitviamM IH. 
Harrison was nominated as a candidate for the next presi- 

ency. 
lO Mee 
MEXICO—SOUTH AMERICA AND THE WEST INDIES. 

Our accounts from Mezico and South America (except Bra- 
2il) are not atall satisfactory. ‘The revolution is not over in 
either of them. The power of Spain has long since been eject- 
ed—but that of “military chieftains” and priests is still in full 
play,and may be said to have desolated those great and former- 
Ytich countries. Life, liberty and property are insecure in 
them all. Agriculture and commerce languishes, of course— 
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and the worst rule of the “‘gods,”? as the Spaniards were called, 
was a benefaction on the people, compared with the present 
and long existing barbaric state of things. Misery and poverty 
abound, and man is more and more a degraded being—less in 
Chili, however, than in the other new republics. ‘*Republics!?? 
Aye, republies in name, but despotisms in fact—the prey of un- 
principled soldiers and sordid and ambitious priests and politi- 
cians, the ins and the oufs: all looking to one result—which is 
plunder. The good have chiefly departed, or are compelled to 
stand quiet, hardly daring to breathe to themselves the truth as 
itis. Brazil, with a baby emperor, is rapidiy increasing in po- 
pulation, prodaction and wealth, though not altogether exempt 
from cOmmotions. 


We have the following articles from the West Indies. They 
encourage a hope that the British “apprentice system”? will 
work better than many of the opponents of slavery expected. 

The Jamaica Courier of the 24th Dec. states, that the ac- 
counts from all parts of the island are now very gratifying. The 
stipendiary magistrates are beginning to understand the duties 
imposed on them by the abolition law, and are acting with 
promptitude and decision. To the erroneous epinions promul- 
gated by his majesty’s attorney general in this island, in August 
last—which we do not suppose emanated from wilfulness, but 
sheer ignorance—are, in a great measure, to be attributed the 
mischiefs that have already resulted from the general inclina- 
tion of the apprentices not to work, and the diffidence of the 
special magistrates in enforcing the law.’’ 


Aud a letter from Barbadoes of the 10th Dec. says—**Our ne- 
gro population are conducting themselves with great propriety, 
nor can we discern any signs of insubordination or discontent. 
The crops are looking well; but the country is in want of rain 
so much, that when it comes it will be too late to save the crop 
of yams and other ground provisions. Our aceounts from other 
islands, with respect to the negroes, are cheering. Order is re- 
stored in Demerara. From Antigua we learn that nothing can 
exceed the good behavior of the negroes, who, however, com- 
plained that $3 per month wag not enough for their labors. The 
planters will correct their error.”? 


IRELAND. 
IRISH ANTI-TORY ASSOCIATION. 

The sum and substance, origin and objects of this society are 
to be found in Mr. O’Connell’s speech on proposing its estab- 
lishment on Monday last, we therefore confine our report of the 
meeting to the hon. gentleman’s address; merely stating that 
George Evans, M. P. for the county of Dublin, was called to 
the chair, and that the meeting was held at the usual place of 
assembly. 

Mr. O’Connell was received with the most enthusiastic 
cheers, which were continued for several minutes. As soon 
as the applause had subsided, he said, our business here is to 
postpone every cause of dissention amongst ourselves until we 
strike down the common enemy of all. (hear.) (Lord Miltown 
here entered and was received with loud cheers)—I am not the 
eulogist of the whigs. They bated me most cordially, they 
did their best to put me down, and—I forgive them heartily. 
Our triumph hope is to be over our political differences; we 
forget their errors and their faults; for we have now another 
duty to perform—it is to contend against the enemies of the 
human race. (Cheers.) I repeat the enemies of the human 
race—for toryism, English toryism, has opposed the progress of 
liberty all overthe globe. (Cheers.) It was toryism which 
drove the French people mad, and hurried them into excesses. 
(Hear, hear.) This was the work of the British tories—of 
Pitt, who was the personification of tories; it was they who 
disturbed the course of that revolution by the most frightful 
and extensive bribery. I myself beard the fact. A certain 
paper passed between three of the directors, which was never 
seen by a fourth person in France. Where is that paper now? 
In the archives of the British museum. It was bought from one 
of the three drectors of France. ‘That is the genius of toryism. 
(Hear, hear.) 


‘There is not a foul Miguelite in Portugal who will not exult 
when he hears that the duke of Wellington is in office—there 
is not a base Carlist iu Spain who will not exult when he hears 
the duke of Wellington is at the head of affairs—there is not a 
Carlist nor an absolutist in France who will not rejoice when 
he learns that the duke of Wellington is prime minister. “The 
holy allies”? of the duke of Wellington rejoice, the absolutists 
exult—the traitorous Orangeists in Belgium—the Dutch spoilers 
of the fertile fields of Belgiuumm—a land whose fertility almost 
equals that of green and neglected Ireland—there, as well 
as here, the Orangeists rejoiced when they heard the duke 
of Wellington was again in power. (Cheers.) And the Rus- 
sian, the sanguinary monster who deluged Poland with blood— 
the torturer of men, of women and of children, exults because 
he hopes for another massacre—that the time may again come 
when the mother—for sacred God! it has already oceurred— 
such was the cruelty of one of the duke of Wellington’s allies, 
that mothers put to death their own children, rather than let 
them fall into the hands of the Russians. (Hear, hear.) Yes, 
every vile and horrid Russian will exult, while the mothers of 
Poland will scream in agony to their God, when they hear that 
Wellington and Russia are triumphant!— 

There is nota friend to despotism—there is not an oppressor— 
there is not a tyrant on the face of the earth, from him, station- 
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ed at Cairo and Constantinople to him the still greater mis- 
creant, whe triumphs over the ruined walls of Warsaw, and 
reigns in the wild deserts of Siberia—every monster, every 
polluted minion, every sanguinary satellite who serves a des- 

t, every treacherous and servile wretch who is ready to sell 

is conscience and his country, rejoices—all rejoice that the 
duke of Wellington is in office. (Hear, and continued cheer- 
ing.) So,on the other hand, we find that every friend to ge- 
nuine liberality and the amelioration of the human race, has 
heard with horror and regret that the duke of Wellington is in 
his power again. (Here, and cheers.) We combine here for 
the freedom of [reland. One shout will come from emancipat- 
ed Scotland, and the reformers of England and Ireland will be 
too strong for Wellington, of Waterloo, and all his foreign allies, 
whoever they may be. ‘Hear, and cheers.) The curse of our 
country has been dissension. We always think the better of 
each for having acted upon this occasion together. Should 
further differences arise, we will at least casry them on with 
better temper, better humor, and more complacency than we 
did previously. (Hear, and laughter.) 

See the situation of Engiand. See the adviser of the duke of 
Wellington! He has got together lord Londonderry, and Ellen- 
borough; and ar old gentleman who calls herself Mary borough; 
he has put them into the treasury. Sucha batch, I believe, 
never met together, at this side of a very hot place. (Hear and 
laughter.) ‘There they are, but they are doing nothing. ‘They 
are waiting for the great monarch of cotton—that dictator of 
spinning jennies, sir Robert Peel! (Laughter.) ‘*Cotton for 
ever!”? Isay. (Laughter.) ‘he cotton lord now rules supreme— 
the aristocracy of England must bow down before him! The 
iron gauntiet, the lolly crest, the proud plumage, the gallant 
chivairy of England are all lowered before the high, the grand, 
the exalted lord of cotton, and the supreme master of spin- 
ning-jennies! He it is who is the sense-carrier of the entire 
party. (Hear, hear.) The duke of Wellington, with all his 
state and military rank must wait upon him—the duke, who, as 
cardinal Woolsey used to do, may now write ‘Ego et rer 
meus,’? “1 and my king’? command you, sir Robert Peel, to re- 
turn to England. [tis sir Robert Peel the English may thank for 
the grievous weight of their debt. The next trait about this sir 
Robert Peel is this—he was the most inveterate no popery man 
that ever lived—his conscience stood in the way of the freedom 
of the Catholics, | am not here, as | said before, the advoeate 
of the whigs—neither am | here to be their aecuser; but | am 
here for the purpose of preventing the duke of Wellington being 
minister. Lam here with that object, believing that his eleva- 
tien threatens the foundation of every state in Europe; for I say 
that the duke of Wellington will not make concessions in the 
spirit of the reform bill. 

‘There is no use in talking if we do not act as well as resolve. 
There is no use in combining in Dublin, if every portion of 
Ireland is not included in our combination. Weare bound to 
have the people up and stirring. There is no use in saying 
good things if we do not perform good deeds. (Hear.) The 
resolutions we have come to are these:—“That there should be 
formed in the city of Dublin a liberal club, under the denomina- 
tion of the auti-tory association of Treland.?? That the objects 
of the proposed club should be to use all constitutional exer- 
tions to prevent the formation of a tory administration, as, in 
ease Of its formation, to oust such administration as speedily as 
possible. (Hear, hear.) ‘That is the entire limits of the pro- 
posed association, and that is the least expected from it. The 
committee thought with me: that it would be miserable that 
the association should be formed so as to keep back no re- 
pealer and no anti-repealer. (llear.) We do not abandon re- 
peal, but we postpone it, and we postpone it no longer than the 
duke of Wellington’s ministry continues in office. Our objects 
are two-fold—First, to keep the duke of Wellington out of of- 
fice; and if we are not able to do that, then to kick him out as 
soon a3 We possibly can afterwards. (Cheers and laughter.) 
The commitice then proposed— ‘that every individual who 
shall subscribe £1, shall, upon being proposed by one member 
and seconded by another, become a member of this elnb.”? 
(Hear, hear.) tis, | consider impossible for the present var- 
liament to do the business of the duke of Wellington. 

It is impossible that the tories can act with the present par- 
liament. It willthen be our business in the anti tory asso- 
ciation to form liberal clubs—county, town and parish clubs— 
to have all the machimery of avoiding expenses—to do away 
with uncertainty and ignorance with respect to the popular 
strength in the different counties—to have our arrangements 
so made as that the elections will be carried on without expense 
to the anti tory candidates—while we leave the enemies of 
Ireland to squander as much as they please. (Hear, hear.) 


With this view the committee proposes—“That the anti- 
tory association will use their best exertions to prevent the re 
turn of every tory member at the ensuing election; and, without 
interfering with the choice of preference in any locality between 
men who profess to be friends of Ireland, they will use their 
utinost efforts to prevent any such divisions or dissensions 
amongst the anti-tories of Ireland as may assist the return of 
any candidate of tory opinions.”? (Hear.) These are the en- 
tire of the resolutions adopted in the committee; and if there 
be any reasonable objection to them, which [ do not foresee, I 
shall mort readily yield to it. My ardent wish is to yield to 
every reasonable objection. (Mr. O’Connell then concluded by 


proposing the different resolutions seriatim, which were second- 
ed and passed unanimousty.) 
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8.1834, 


The meeting then adjourned to ‘Tuesday, when another was 
held, and its proceedings are rendered important by a reso}. 
tion passed for the purpose of deprecating an intended mee 
of the inhabitants of several counties, at a place in the county 
of Kildare, the object of this intended demonstration Would 
seem to have no reference to the present state of political ar 
fairs, but to bave for its object a declaration of resistance io 
tuthes and high rents. [Dublin Register of November 2%, 
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RHODE ISLAND—PUBLIC LANDS, 
Resolutions respecting the public lands of the United States, 
1. Resolved, That in the opinion of this general assembly jx js 

of great “importance, as it respects both the harmony and union 
of the states,’’ to make, ‘‘as soon as circumstances will aliow 
a proper disposition of the whole subject of the public lands? 
of the United States. 

2. That a material reduction, at the present time, of the mj- 
nimum price at which lands are offered for sale is inexpediey 
would rot only be impolitic, but an act of injustice to the 
states, inasmuch as a portion of said lands was secured in the 
possession of the states to which they originally belonged, by 
the common exertions and sacrifices of the whole country in 
the war of our revolution; inasmuch as the portion 80 secured 
was afterwards ceded to the U. States for the common use ang 
benefit of all the states, and inasmuch as all the residue of said 
lands, comprising the greater part thereof, was paid for by the 
people of the whole country out of the treasury of the United 
States. 

3. That the public Jands, being now free from all pledges for 
the payment of the public debt, by the extinguishment of the 
same, the annual proceeds thereof ought to be divided among 
the states of the union, according to their respective federal re- 
presentative population, as ascertained by the last censns, to be 
applied by the legislatures of the same to public education and 
to such other purposes as said legislatures may designate ajd 
authorise. 

4. That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to each of 
our senators and representatives in congress; and that they be 
requested to support the passage of a law in conformity with 
the opinions herein expressed. 

House of representatives, Jan. 20, 1835, voted, &e, 

By order, i. R. POTTER, jr. clerk. 

In the senate read the same day and concurred, 

By order, HENRY BOWEN, sec’ry. 
= BD Otero 
OPERATIONS OF THE MINT UNITED STATES—183}, 
Message from the president of the United States, transmitting a 
report of the director of the mint, in relation to the operations 

of that institution during the year 1834. January 12, 1835, 

Read, and laid on the table. 

Washington, January 10, 1835. 

Sir: [ herewith transmit to the house of representatives a 
report from the director of the mint, exhibiting the operations 
of that institution during the year 1834, 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

The hon. the speaker of the house of representatives. 


~ 


tin 


Mint of the United States, Philadelphia, January 1, 1835. 

Sir: I have now the honor to submit a report of the general 
transactions of the mint during the last year. 

The coinage effected within that period amounts to 7,388 425 
dollars; comprising $3,954,270 in gold coins; $3,415,002 in silver; 
$19,151 in copper; and consisting of 11,637,643 pieces of coin, 
Viz. 

Half eagles 


732,169 pieces, making $3,660,845 

Quarter eagles 117,370 do. 293,425 
Half dollars 6,412,004 do. 3,206 ,006 
Quarter dollars 286 ,000 do. 71,500 
Dimes 635,000 do. 63,500 
Half dimes 1,480 ,000 do. 74,000 

| Cents 1,855,100 do. 18,551 
Ulalf cents 120,000 do. 600 
11.637 ,643 $7,388,423 


The deposites of gold within the past year have amounted, 
in round numbers, to $4,389,000; of which about $1,067,000 
consisted of coins of the United States, isened previonsly to the 
act of 28th June, establishing a new ratio of gold to silver: about 
£298,000 were derived from the gold regions of the United 
States; 8295,000 from Mexico, South America and the West 
Indies; 2,180,000 from Europe; 812,000 from Africa; and 39,00¢ 
from sourees not ascertained. Of the amount received from 
Europe, about four fifths were in foreign coins. 

The coinage of gold under the new ratio commenced on the 
lst day of August, the earlist period permitted by the act. In an- 
ticipation, however, of a change in the legal valuation of gold, it 
had been considered proper to suspend the coinage ofall deposites 
received after the Ist June. Previously to this period, the 
sum of @383,545 had been coined, so that of the above amount 
of the gold coinage for the past year, $3,570,725 consist of coins 
of the new standard. This amount, however, is the result ©! 
the operations of the mint during only five months of the year, 
corresponding to an amount, for a full year, of about 8} millions 
in gold. Within the same period, the coinage of silver was re- 
gularly maintained at the average rate of the whole year, mak- 
ing a general result of both gold and eilver corresponding to 4 
yearly coinage of nearly $12,000,000, 
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The amount in gold in the vaults of the mint on the 1st Au-; port must necessarily be very brief, a single instance, 
| quoted from the report, as follows, must serve as an ex- 


st, was $4168,5005 the ameunt now remaining in the mint un- 
coined is $435,000; no part of which was deposited earlier than 


the 9th December. Tie amount of silver remaining in our ample: 


vaults for coinage, is, in round numbers, $475,000; no part of 
which was deposited earlier than the 20th November. 


‘Your committee called for the account of James Reeside, 


and it was shown to them on the ledger, when there appeared 


The amount of silver coined within the past year, it is satis- ange se a a the Ist ta rt of 45,369 07. 
factory to state, has exceeded by about a quarter of a million that the ledger did iaak.-prasens ait the -wrediie to which Mr. Ree- 
ee sedate Gavedolr tabias or gene dutsan be diene side was entitled, and they bave since exhibited an aceount 


ceding years, from 1825 to 1833, inclusive. 


containing many additional credits, by which there appears to 


: <a ; , -a,_ | be a balance in bis favor on the lat of July, 1834, of $7,529 55, 
heron we pede cre aobtonslaies non yposs! Pearce pm making a difference of about $61,000. Some of the credits bear 
the rear, occasioned, during a large portion of that period, an date between the Ist of April and Ist of July, but a large part of 


unusual retardation in the delivery of coins; and the amount 
of deposites has no doubt been restrained, to some extent, by 
this consideration, The estimate for the current year, it is be- 
lieved, will recover the power required to meet the whole de- 
mand for coinage, in a due proportion of the several denomina- 
tions of coin. 

Annexed isa table exhibiting the amount of gold received 
from the gold region of the United States, annually, from the 
year 1824, inclusive. It will be observed that the progressive 
increase in the amount received from that quarter is less con- 
spicuous Within the last year. This results, it is believed, ina 
very material degree, from the attention which has, during that 
period, been directed to arrangements for working the veins 
from whence have been derived those superficial deposites of 
gold, which, being most obvious, have heretofore attracted the 
principal regard. Nothing has occurred to weaken the impres- 
sion before entertained as to the extent and richness of the gold 
mines of the United States, but much to confirm the confidence 
before expressed, not merely in their increasing productiveness, 
butin their permanency. I have the honor to be, with great 
respect, your obedient servant, SAM. MOORE, director. 

The president of the United States. 


Statement of the amount of gold produced annually from the gold 
reszion of the United States, from 1824 to 1834, inclusive. 


3 s2 2: 3 ; ¢ 

© ss 383 . . @& 3 

3 “as 43 © s 6S rm) 

SN ) <) & & & B 
1824 5,000, . . : 5,000 
1825, 17,000, ‘ ‘ ; 17,000 
1826 20,000, . ‘ . 20 000 
. ae 21,00 , ' ‘ ‘ 21,000 
1828, 46,000 , . . 46,000 
1829 2,500 134,000 2,500 . ‘ » 140,000 
1830 24,000 204,000 26,000 212,000, . 466,000 
1831 26,000 294,000 22,000 176,000 1,000 1,000 520,000 
1832 34,000 458,000 45,000 140,000 1,000 678,000 
1833 104,000 475,000 66,000 216,000 7,000 . 868,000 
1834 62,000 380,000 38,000 415,000 3,000 . 898,000 


- 





52,500 2,054,000 200,500 1,159,000 12,000 1,000 3,679,000 
9 B Oe 

REPORT UPON THE POST OFFICE. 
From the National Intelligencer of January 27. 
In the senate, yesterday, Mr. Ewing, from the com- 
mittee on the general post office, (which, the reader will 
recollect, sat by order of the senate during the late re- 
cess of congress), made a report. 
The reading of this report oceupied the senate until 
the usual hour of adjournment, and was not concluded 
when the senate adjourned. 
As it is doubtful whether it will ever be possible for 
us to publish the whole of this report, (however desira- 
ble it would be to do so), we have availed ourselves of a 
casual opportunity to make such an abstract of the re- 
port, in this and the following columns, as time allows, 
without limiting ourselves to that part only of it which 
has been read in the senate. 
The report, notwithstanding its large volume, and the 
evidence which it carries on its face, and in its bulk, of 
great labor and perseverance, is not definitive, but rather 
a report of the progress of the committee, so far as they 
have gone. 
The report, after stating the meeting of the committee 
in this city on the 19th of September last, and the accom- 
inodation of a room in the post office afforded to them for 
their sittings, commences with a deseviption of the con- 
fused state of the books of the post office, which render- 
ed it impracticable to ascertain with any thing like aceu- 
racy the true state of the finances of the post office, or of 
the accounts of individuals with it. In many cases, the 
state of an account, in important particulars, was only to 
be gathered from peneil-marks in the margin of the 








the amount is made up of entries which, if entitled atalltoa 
place in the account, belonged to a date prior to the Ist of April, 
1834. The correctness of those several credits will be consi- 
dered in another part of this report.”’ 

In consequence of the difficulty experienced by the 
committee from these causes, in arriving at true results, 
from the books, the committee employed two account- 
ants, unanimously approved, to examine and audit the 
books, in which business these persons have been and are 
still diligently engaged, the result of whose labors the 
committee will report when arrived at and examined. 
Meanwhile, with the materials in their possession, the 
committee enter into an elaborate comparison of the re- 
ports of the present and late postmaster general, and of 
the reports of the present postmaster general with facts 
disclosed by the books, &e. to which nothing but a literal 
transcript (which we bave now no opportunity of making) 
of the whole of this part of the report can do justice, 
There is one paragraph of it, however, which so forcibly 
attracted our attention, that we have thought it proper, 
by extracting it, to make it an exception to the rest. It 
is as follows: 

‘There is one other item introduced into the statement of the 
26th December, 1834, of which your committee knew nothing 
until since their former report, and did not even suspect its ex- 
istence. [tis a‘balance against contractors for payments made 
them prior to the Ist April, 1834, for the current services of the 
quarter which ended that day, and for prior services, which 
had not yet been placed to their credit, $284,897 38.3 Your 
committee did not suppose a fund of this character and amount 
existed to the credit of the department, because they knew, by 
former statements, that there were very large sums actually due 
to contractors, for services fully and faithfully performed, in 
previous quarters, which the department was bound, in good 
faith and in justice, to pay. Those sums actually due were not 
paid for want of funds. Large sums were also borrowed from 
banks, On interest, and it seemed inconceivable that, under 
these circumstances, so large a sum of money should have been 
advanced to a few contractors, before they were entitled to re- 
ceive it by the terms of their contracts. But the present inves- 
tigation has satisfied your committee that very large sums were, 
and still are, due from contractors for illegal payments and ad- 
vances of money, and that this sum at least, and probably a 
much larger sum, ought to be reclaimed from them, and placed 
to the credit of the department.”? 

The next topie embraced in the report is that of the 
removal of postmasters without cause, to make way for 
mere partisans, in many cases wholly unworthy of credit 
or confidenee, &e. In the prosecution of their inquiry 
into the cause of these removals the committee were, as 
the reader already knows, met by a refusal of the post- 
master general to furnish the committee with the infor- 
mation demanded, in a letter which the postmaster ge- 
neral, with a disrespect towards the committee that is 
merely alluded to in the report, caused to be published 
in the official journal here within a few days after the 
date of the transaction. ‘This branch of the report con- 
cludes as follows: 
**Your committee did not think it incumbent on them to enter 
into a discussion with the postmaster general on the subject of 
their respective rights and duties, nor do they now think it pro- 
per in this paper to examine them, or to blend an argument on 
constitutional law with the facts which they were required to 
examine and report to the senate. ‘This refusal of the postmas- 
ter general to permit the inspection of these papers on alleged 
constitutional grounds, which applied alike to the whole class 
of cases above referred to, which rest on the same principle, of 
course put an end to this branch of the investigation. Finding 
the doors closed upon them here, they turned their attention to 
other stbjects of inquiry, touching the condition of the depart- 
ment and the management of its concerns.”’ 

The report then proceeds to the examination of the 
practice of the department in making contracts, in a man- 
ner contrary to law, and equally anauthorised by a regard 
to equity and to the public interest. The account of the 
improved bids, which have had such an unfortunate agen- 





books. Of the inaccuracy of these accounts several in- 








stances are stated; of which, as our avalysis of the re- | new to many of our readers. 


cy in the present insolvency of the post office, will be 
We therefore copy it; 
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**A practice has of late prevailed extensively in this depart- 
ment of advertising proposals for carrying the mail on the prin- 
cipal mail routes in a different manner from that in which it is 
in fact to be carried—of receiving bids for carrying it in a differ- 
eut manner from that in which it is advertised, which are called 
‘improved bids’—of accepting the bids as made all together, and 
entering their acceptance as applicable to that part of the bid 
which conforms to the advertisement, and immediately chang- 
ing them to the improved bid, and so executing the contract; 
thus in effect letting or making the contract without advertise- 
ment. This is a violation of law, and has given rise to, and is 
made the apology fer, other violations of law and official duty.” 

The report then goes on to shew that, in regard to all 
this class of ‘‘improved bids,” which have been made the 
ground of extra allowances, there are important discre- 
pancies between the reports of the postmaster general 
and the Blue Book (the printed list of contracts and al- 
lowances) and between the Blue Book and the actual con- 
tracts; and that none of them are to be relied upon. The 
practice of allowing these ‘‘improved bids” and making 
these ‘‘extra allowances,” the committee say, throws the 
door wide open to unfairness, favoritism and collusion. 
And the report, on the same subject, continues thus: 

“The public know nothing of the purposes or the wishes of 
the department as to the time and manner of transporting the 
mails, except through the medium of the public advertisement. 
And the honest business man, who would wish to seek a con 
tract, through fair competition, would naturally suppose that a 
bid, pursuant to the advertisement, would be the one, and the 
only one, by which he could procure such a contract. And he 
would further suppose that he would be bouud by such bid. 
With the public at large, this probably has been the case: it ap- 
pears to have been so with the small contractors generally. But 
it has been far otherwise with a class of large contractors, who 
appear to be on terms of intimacy and confidence with some of 
the officers of the general post office, and whose affairs are inti- 
mately blended with the fiscal concerns of that departinent. 
For example: in looking over the bids of the fall of 1831, it will 
be found thai several individuals who obtained contracts upon 
the great mail routes, ora great number of the small routes 
united, included in their bids, not only a proposition to carry 
the mail according to the advertisement, but with stipulations, 
that the bidder would bind himself to carry the mail in a differ- 
ent manner, at a different price. Of the favored contractors, the 
bids to carry the mail, pursuant to the advertisement, are gene- 
rally very low, so as to enable the department to award them the 
coutract; while their improved bid, in pursuance of which the 
contract is at last executed, is very high, so as to insure to the 
contractor an enormous profit. The acceptance is marked on 
the Proposal Book, opposite the sum which was bid for earrying 
the mail, pursuant to the advertisement, and the rival bidders 
will see at once, on an inspection of this book, that they are 
underbid. But the contracts are executed according to the im- 
proved bid, which is often twice or three tines the sum at which 
it is entered on the Proposal Book laid open to the inspection 
of the public.” 

Of the general effect of this mode of distributing, at 
pleasure, the public money to favored contractors, the 
report speaks thus: 

**It were tedious to enumerate the cases in which this differ- 
ence exists between the bid made pursuant to advertisement 
and accepted, and the contract executed. Your committee 
have caused to be prepared by their secretary, and they exhibit 
herewith a table compiled from books and papers in the depart- 
ment, from the Blue Book, from the letter of the postmaster ge- 
neral of the 3d of March, 1834, in reply to a call of the senate, 
and from his report of the 18th of April, 1832, which shows, in 
each individual case in the contracts of 1831, the difference be- 
tween the bid, as entered on the bid book, and the contract ex 
ecuted. It shows, also, the cases in which no difference ex- 
ists. The same paper shows in another column, opposite the 
name of each contractor, what extra allowances have been 
made him over and above his contract as executed, from which 
it will be seen: 

‘ist. That the whole amount of the bids accepted, pursuant 
to the advertisements in October, 1831, was $340,626 54 
Amount of contracts as executed for same division 

(by the Blue Book) 488,259 40 


Making a difference of $147,632 86 

**And it will be seen that this whole difference, amounting to 
the enormous sum above shown, is made in favor of not more 
than —— contractors, or companies. of contractors, most of 
whom your committee will find it their duty to notice hereafter 
in this report, as the recipients of other pecuniary favors from 
the department.”’ 

A single ease out of many is quoted to shew the ano- 
malous character of the contracts, and the unjustifiable 
waste of the public money in the practice of accepting 


these improved bids: 

“Take, for. example, the route from Philadelphia to Pitts- 
burgh, which was first accepted daily at $7,000, and which, by 
the modified contract pursuant to the improved bid, is carried, 
as is alleged, twice daily to Pittsburgh, at $25,000, and extend- 
ed to Wheeling, at $27,000 one of the lines from Philadelphia 











to Pittsburgh running at an increased speed. Now it can harg- 
ly be established as a mathematical proposition, that if a daily 
mail costs $7,000, that a mail twice daily should, by exact pro- 
portion, cost $25,000—nor do we think that any one who un- 
derstands the nature and value of the service will be prepared 
to say that the one bears any fair or just proportion to the 
other. It were vain to urge as an apology for such excessive 
increased allowance, that there is no means Of arriving at the 
true proportion which the original bid, and the increased allow- 
ance, bear to the service rendered under each Or to each other, 
If such proportion cannot be arrived at, the law forbids the in. 
creased allowance. But in truth no law applies to this species 
of contract. It seems to be of a hybrid race—neither an origi- 
nal contract, which the law will recognize, nor a legal extra 
allowance for increased services. It is about equi distant be- 
tween them, and sustained by neither.”? 

In a few worc's the report shews how this whole prac- 
tice, and the allowances growing out of it, have been 
officially sereened from the view of congress and the 
people, until the senate forced a revelation of the whole 
system: 

‘*Your committee have shown that the postmaster general 
did not report the increased allowances, made in consequence 
of these improved bids, as any part of the original contracts in 
which they were embodied—neither did he report them as eztra 
allowances when called upon by resolution of the senate to re- 
port the amount of those allowances made for extra services 
since the 6th of April, 1829. They pass wholly without his 
notice in any of his reports to congress, and seem in his judg- 
mentto be referrible to no class of cases whatever. Indeed, no 
one could but feel that they were wholly without legal warrant, 
and that they could, therefore, fall under no known legal head, 
Nevertheless, immense sums of money have, through their 
means, been transferred from the department to the pockets of 
individuals; and the American congress and the American peo- 
ple have, until this investigation commenced, been wholly ig- 
norant of the existence of any such mode of appropriating or 
disposing of the public funds.”’ 

The report next proceeds to a further examination of 
the manner of making these contracts and extra allow- 
ances, with especial reference to the report of the post- 
master general of the 18th April, 1852, which the com- 
mittee argue, from the facts disclosed by this investiga- 
tion, to have been wholly delusive and ealculated to de- 
ceive. ‘Chey go so far as to say that it is evident, from 
the facts, that that report must have been drawn up and 
presented to congress, deceptive as it is, purposely so 
and not by accident. Upon which they make the follow- 
ing severe animadversions: 

‘In whatever manner this matter may have been considered 
by the postmaster general, and whatever may have been his 
reasons for the presentation of a report, in its tendency so cer- 
tain to mislead; whatever opinions or views unknown to your 
committee actuated him; this feature in his report, according 
to their deliberate judginent, cannot be justified. Itis, indeed, 
unnecessary to enter into a disquisition upon the subject; it is 
a question referrible to the forum of plain common sense and 
common honesty. Itis simply whether the obligations of truth 
extend or do not extend to the official papers of high publie 
funetionaries. If they do not, this paper may be justified; if 
they do, it is a breach of official duty. 

‘*There is another circumstance touching the above named 
report which onght not to be entirely overlooked. It was made 
out and presented to congress just before the commencement 
of the presidential canvass in 1832; and it was a paper, the ten- 
deney of which was to bear upon that election. It held out to 
the American people a delusive view of the prosperity of an 
important department of the government, and naturally induced 
a belief that it was wisely and economically administered; 
while, in truth, the public moneys were squandered without 
stint, and the department was rapidly sinking to insolvency.”’ 


After contrasting the practice of the present with for- 
mer administrations of the post office, the committee re- 
vert to the postmaster general’s address to the people of 
the United States at the close of the last session of con- 
gress, and rebuke some of its statements, &e. 

The commtttee then proceed to re-examine in detail 
and at very great lenth some of the cases of extra allow- 
ance contracts which were more briefly noticed in their 
report to congress at the last session; and especially the 
eases of J. F. Robinson, J. and B. Bennett, W. Tillow, 
Reeside’s contracts from Hagerstown to MecConnells- 
burg, from Bedford to Washington, from Cumberland 
to Blair’s Gap, from Baltimore to Chambersburg, from 
Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, Reeside & Slaymaker’s ex- 
tra $10,000 per year, Reeside’s contraet from New York 
to Philadelphia, &c. The allowances to Mr. Reeside 
are most dwelt on by the committee, apparently because 
they are the largest, and he is the most extensive con- 
tractor. To this gentleman, in one form or other, of 





contract or allowance, the committee say there has been 
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said, within two years and a half (from ist January, 
1832, to Ist July, 1834) for carrying the mails between 
Philadelphia and New York, $84,372; or $33,748 86 per 
year. The committee conclude this laborious examina- 
tion of contracts with the ye eh summary, shewing 
the aggregate of payments which they aver to have been 
uilawfully and unjustifiably made to a single contractor: 
‘Passing Over those cases in which a contract on an allow- 
ance was made contrary to Jaw, but for which an equivalent 
service has been rendered, and taking only those in which the 
jaw did not warrant the allowance, and in which also no ser- 
vice whatever was rendered, or in which the allowance was 
much above the fair and just value of the services, and then 
taking the excess only of the allowance over and above that va- 
jue, your committee find the following sums paid to James Ree- 
side, since the lst April, without any warrant of law or justice 
—to wilt: 
On the contract to carry the mail from Hagerstown 
to McCconnellsbarg $2,932 00 
From Bedford to Washington 754 j 
From Cumberland to Blair’s Gap $12,559 62, less 
$1,500 a year for two years $3,000 
From Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, excess of allow- 
ance over service $8,000 for two years and six 
months 20,000 00 
Same route—carrying newspapers in most rapid 
line, half 
From Baltimore to Chambersburg 
From New York to Philadelpmia. Allowance for 
expediting from January 1, 1829, to December 31, 
1831, $6,000—service paid for, not performed 
Detention, waiting for distribution of foreign mails 
—an unprecedented allowance, and without suf- 
ficient evidence 
Carrying fail bags from Philadelphia to New York 
—a charge wholly unprecedented 
For transporting the mail from Philadelphia to New 
York from the Ist January, 1832, to Ist July, ‘ 
1834, two years and six months, Reeside has re- 
ceived $284,372 17. His original contract was 
$6,000 a year for carrying a daily mail, but, in his 
improved bid, which was afterwards made the 
contract, he agreed for $19,000 to run two daily 
mails, and a third mail for $1,500, making $20,500 
and furnish guards and carry all expresses. This 
allowance, though enormous, falls short of the 
sum actually paid in two years and six months 
on that route, by 


8,750 00 
3,987 50 


18,000 00 


4,550 00 
1,560 00 


33,122 17 





So that the whole sum paid to Reeside, which is 
founded on no Jaw, and on no apparent justice $110,194 85” 


If the name of Mr. Reeside makes a thus prominent 
figure in this summary, it is because it does so in the re- 
port, and not from any preference of ours. ‘The private 
pecuniary transactions of the same citizen with the post- 
master general and with the chief clerk of the general 
post office are also brought into view in connection with 
the largeness of his extra allowances. So also are his 
loan to the chief clerk, (O. B. Brown), and said Brown’s 
alleged partnership in the contracts of £. Porter, upon 
which large extra allowances have been made, &e. In 
relation to these passages in the report, as it is imprac- 
licable for us to give the whole, we forbear making ex- 
tracts which might only give a partial and imperfect view 
of them. 


Adverting again to the generally confused manner in 
which the largest and most important accounts of the 
post office are kept, the report presents the following 
curious instance, for which, to make room for it, we use 


a smaller type: 

“Tn examining the account of James Reeside, your committee 
found to his credit the following: 

**1833. April 30. Cash deposited in the western bank of 
Philadelphia, $20,000. 

“Your committee, while in Philadelphia, examined the books 
of the North Western bank, and obtained a statement of its 
transactions with the post office department, by which it ap- 
pears that this sum was raised by Reeside on a draft drawn by 
himself in favor of R.C. Stockton, and accepted by O. B. 
Brown, chief clerk, dated the 29th day of April, 1834, and paya- 
ble three months after date, which draft was paid by the depart- 
ment at maturity; so that, as the transaction stood at the time the 
account of Reeside was made out and presented to the commit. 
tee, he was entitled to no credit arising from this transaction. 
If a credit were entered on the books at the time the draft was 
negotiated, then, when the draft was paid by the department, 
there should have been a charge of an equal sum against Ree 
side, to balanceit. This was not done; and this sum stood as 
a credit to Reeside, and it helped to reduce a balance of $54,369 
07, which, notwithstanding his large extra allowances, stood 
against him on the books of the department on the Ist of April, 

. Your committee called upon Obadiah B. Brown to ex- 
plain this transaction, and he stated that the draft on which 








Reeside raised this money had not become due until some time 
in the month of November, and that since that time there had 
been no settlement with the bank, so that the credit could, in 
the ordinary course of things, be entered. A member of your 
committee then, in the hearing of the witness, asked for the 
statement of the cashier of the Western bank of Philadelphia, 
and the paper not being in the committee room it was sent for, 
and the witness was dismissed until it should be brought in. 
After a short time the witness returned; stated that he had been 
mistaken; that the charge against Mr. Reeside was omitted by 
mistake, and was also by mistake entered against R. C. Stock- 
ton, but that he had promptly corrected the entry on the books, 
and that it was now all right. Your committee directed the 
witness to bring in the books in which he had made the cor- 
rection; he did so, and showed no less then seven erasures and 
changes of entry which he had caused to be made in the books 
in the short time that your committee had respited him from 
examination. ‘The credit which is due to books thus kept and 
thus altered to suit the emergencies of the occasion, can be 
readily appreciated by the senate.”? 

After reciting the testimony of C. K. Garpner, one 
of the assistant postmasters general, in regard to this par- 
ticular (ransaction, the committee sum up the case as fol- 
lows: 

“Thus, when these acceptances are made, they are credited 
to the contractor as so much money paid by him to the use of 
the departinent, though he,in fact, pays nothing, but merely 
lends his name as a drawer or endorser: the same sum is charg- 
ed to the bank as so much deposited to the credit of the depart- 
ment, and the draft is at last taken up by a clerk, which is 
certified to be for transportation by the three officers who, ac- 
cording to the improved system of checks, or disbursement, 
adopted by Mr. Barry, are required to certify every check which 
issues from the department. But, by exmamining these debits, 
and credits, and certificates for transportation, no accountant, 
however skilful, could ascertain that such expedients had been 
resorted to, or money raised in that manner. These certificates, 
upon whatever grounds they may be supported, are contrary to 
the plain fact of the case.’? 

After adverting farther to the erasures in the books of 
the office, the conflicting testimony of witnesses, &e. all 
of which we are obliged by want of time to pass by for 
the present, the report comes to the following conclusion, 
to which we give insertion at large, as no less due to the 
importance of the subject, than to the indefatigable la- 
bors of the intelligent committee by whom it has been 
prepared: 

**So numerous and so great are the abuses which have grown 
up in this department, that reform has become absolutely ne- 
cessary; but the measures by which it is to be effected are by 
no means free from embarrassment. They are the more dif- 
ficult, as many of the evils which require a remedy do not arise 
from defects in the existing law, but from an habitual disre- 
gard of plain legal provisions. They may, however, be princi- 
pally traced to the absolute and unchecked power whicha 
single individual holds over the resources and disbursements, 
and all the vast machinery of this department. 

“The checks of various inferior officers upon each other are 
of no value, when all are guided and controlled in their acts by 
one dominant will. 


‘‘Within the comparatively short period of fifty-five years 
this department has arisen from a feeble beginning until it has 
acquired a revenue equal to that of the union itself at the 
time of its organization; and its extensive and diversified ope- 
rations, its patronage, its resources and its power, must, by the 
mere force of circumstances, go on increasing indefinitely, with 
the increase of our country in population, business and wealth, 

“The annual reports of the postmaster general are of little 
value asa restraintupon the head of the department, or aga 
means of calling public attention to his official conduct. These 
reports may be true, yet the state of affairs which they indicate 
cannot be understood without that careful examination, which 
few or none will feel willing to give them, amidst the other 
arduous duties of legislation: or those statements may be false, 
and yet few will be disposed to bestow on them the labor, 
bodily and mental, which would be necessary for their correc- 
tion—and to encounter the bitterness of party rancor, and the 
reckless violence of party calumny, which those must en- 
counter who venture to explore the secret mysteries of great 
patronage and high power, and to expose their enormities to 
the public gaze. . 

‘‘From reflections on these and other causes, leading to the 
same result, your committee incline to the opinion, that there 
will be few instances in the future history of our county of a 
full and searching investigation into the conduct and manage- 
ment of the post office department. They deem it, therefore, 
their duty, at this time, to propoze such measures of legislation 
as will,in their opinion, the most effectually prevent the re- 
currence, in future, of abuses similar to those which this in- 
vestigation has disclosed. This, they conceive, can be best 
effected by a change in the organization of the department, so 
as to place the collection and disbursement of its funds in dif 
ferent hands, and under the control of officers entirely inde- 
pendent of each other. j 

“That department, as at present arranged, is a dangerous 





anomaly in our system; and by whomsoever its concerns are 
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hereafter to be conducted, its organization ought to be changed, 
so as to conform more nearly to that of the other great depart- 
ments of our government. The accountability of its officers 
Ought also to be rendered effective, and their discretion limited, 
as faras is consistent with the efficient performance of the 
public service.’’ 
8 © Otewe— 
MINORITY REPORT ON THE POST OFFICE. 
From the National Intelligencer of January 30. 

We have mentioned our intention to publish an abstract 
of the report of the minority of the senate’s post office 
committee; and we find in the Globe of yesterday an ar- 
ticle, purporting to be an abstract, which we were given 
to understand would be prepared for that journal. ‘his 
abstract, however, traverses, for the most part, passages 
of the majority report, which, in our synopsis of it, we 
either passed over entirely, or noticed superficially, in 
such a manner that the defence of the post office in these 
particulars would be wholly unintelligible, unless we were 
to insert at large the statemeuts in the first report, which 
are not now within our reach, and, if they were, could 
not be inserted, because of their length. We shall, there- 
fore, make a synopsis of the Globe’s abstract, fitting its 
parts, as well as we can, to the notice which we have 


already taken of the report of the majority of the com- 
mittee, 


The ‘‘abstract”’ goes over the financial comparison of 
this year’s with last year’s estimates of the liabilities of 
the post office, &c. making it out to be a great deal less 
than the estimate of the majority of the committee. The 
‘‘abstract” then recounts the visit of the committee to 
Providence, Boston and Lowell, to inquire into the al- 
leged impositions practised by contractors in the supply 
of wrapping paper and twine, &c. &e. and states the 
Opinion that these allegations are not well founded. The 
*‘abstract”’ then goes into an examination of the connec- 
tion of O. B. Brown, chief clerk in the post office, with 


mail contracts, in various particulars, concluding the ex- 
amination as follows: 


“The committee are of opinion that all such transactions, 
whether for the benefit of the individual) himself or others, are 
wholly improper and inadmissible, and their repetition cannot 
be too rigidly guarded against, and Mr. Brown himself appears 
to have come to the same conclusion from his testimony.’ 

The ‘‘abstract”’ then continues: 


**In the account of James Reeside, he appeared to be credited 
with the sum of $20,000, on account of a draft drawn by him 
on the department, aud accepted by it, for the purpose of rais 
ing money for its use. There was no correspouding charge 
against him in the account furnished. In the investigation of 
this subject, Mr. Brown, unintentionally no doubt, stated in 
his testimony, that the draft was for six months, and that the 
time had not arrived when the account was made out, when 
the charge could be properly made against Reeside, the draft 
not having been paid by the department. He afterwards vo- 
luntarily corrected his error, and produced the original draft, 
which was payable at three months instead of six, and stated 
that there were two drafts of the same date and for the same 
amount, each—one drawn by Reeside and endorsed by Stock- 
ton, and one drawn by Stockton and endorsed by Reeside—and 
that in making the original memorandum, from which the en- 
tries were made in the books, he made a mistake of one drafl 
four the other—that is, he had stated Stockton’s as of three 
months instead of Reeside’s, and that the $20,000 was charged 
to Stockton instead of Reeside; and that he had caused the 
books of the department to be corrected on the day of giving 
his testimony. The committee think that the error was unin- 
tentional; yet, while a subject of that kind was under investiga- 
tion by a committee of congress, no change or alteration should 
be made in the books; and that explanations showing the er- 
—_ and how they should be corrected, ought alone to be re- 
lied on. 

**It also appears that shortly before fhe bank of Maryland 
failed, Mr. Brown had deposited in it $2,000 of his own money. 
That after the failure he transferred the certificate of deposite, 
which bore five per cent. interest, to the department, and caus- 
ed the department to be credited in the books of the bank for 
the same, the department then being indebted to the bank in a 
considerable amount, and also procured a credit in the books 
of the department for the amount to himself. 

“The unusual number and amount of extra allowances to 
mail contractors, has been examined, and the principal cause 
which has produced them is believed to be that the department 
has not, at some of the lettings of mail contracts, advertised for 
a sufficient amount of service; hence has arisen the necessity 
of an immediate enlargement of the service and compensation, 
and the spirit of the law, which designed that a full and fair 
competition should be preserved among bidders, for the trans- 
portation of the mail, has not been observed. To obviate this 
evil, it is proposed that the full service intended shall be adver- 
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tised for, and some principles are laid down in regard to making 
mail contracts and afterwards changing them; and it is found 
that the department, at its two last lettings of contracts, has 
advertised for all the expected service, and has succeeded ge- 
nerally in making contracts advantageous to the department, 

“The committee, by resolution, called upon the postmaster 
general for an inspection of all the papers upon which one posi- 
master was removed, and auother appointed in his place, at 
Putnam, Ohio. The only one of the minority then present dis- 
sented from the adoption of the resoluuon. The postmaster ge- 
neral declined a compliance with the resolution, and gave his 
reasons, at length, in a communication to the committee. A 
discussion of the question involved is deemed unnecessary in 
this report, as it is believed that the senate itsel!, on the 21st of 
April, 1830, decided against its right to make such inquiry, by 
postponing indefinitely, by a vote of 24 to 21, certain resolutions 
calling on the executive for the reasons for removals from office, 
On the 15th of February, 1831, the senate again, by a vote of 24 
to 21, declared that the select committee appointed to inquire 
into the condition of the post office department, Was not autho- 
rised to make inquiry into the reasons which had induced the 
postmaster general to make any removals of his deputies. The 
powers of that committee appear to have been the same as those 
possessed by the present committee; and until that decision 
shall be changed, the minority can pereeive no reason why the 
present committee should be considered as possessing the pow- 
er to make these inquirics.”’ 

Two columns and a half are then employed in the 
‘‘abstract,” in reviewing the contracts examined at large 
in the report of the majority, but only named in our ab- 
stract of it. After which the “abstract” of the Globe 
concludes as follows: 

“The deficiencies in the finances of the department have 
arisen mainly from a desire in the head of the department to 
extend the benefits of mail facilities and stage coach accommo- 
dations to every portion of the community; from the extension 
of the franking privilege, and from the legislation of congress in 
extending the transportation of the wail over unproductive 
routes. ‘The public, however, have been greatly benefitted and 
accommodated by the very measures which have produced the 
present embarrassed condition of the department. ‘That errors 
and irregularities have occurred, is most certain, and most of 
them have been produced by the representations and pressing 
solicitations of the citizens of towns and neighborhoods through 
which the increased mail facilities have been extended. Their 
applications have been sustained by members of congress from 
almost every section of the country. The recent measures, 
however, adopted by the department, curtailing mail aceom- 
modations, seem to promise a restoration of its administration 
to the true principle upon which it should be conducted, which 


is, that its expenditures should not exceed its own resources 
and income. 


‘‘If congress should now appropriate a sufficient sum to pay 
the existing debts against the department, and by law make the 
provisions now to be mentioned, most of which were suggested 
at the last session, no reasonable doubt could be entertained 
but that the operations of the department would herealter be 
safe and economical, and most of the useful facilities which 
have been curtailed, be restored, and the department enabled 
from its own resources to meet the expenditures which will 
probably be produced by the extension and increase of mail 
routes at the next session of congress. The legal provisions 
recommended are: 

“1, An auditor and treasurer to be appointed by the president 
and senate. 

“2. That reports be made to congress annually of the expen- 
ditures of the department, stated in detail, including incidental 
expenses; also, of all new contracts, and modifications of con- 
tracts, and their respective prices; also, a statement of the 
amount paid for the transportation of the mail on each route, 
in the several states and territories, as near as may be. 

‘3. That any person employed in the general post office, 
shall be prohibited from becoming a mail contractor, or inte- 
rested in a mail contract, or an agent, with or without compen- 
sation, for a mail contractor. 

“4, That advertisements for proposals to carry the mail, 
issued previous to the lettings, be made, as nearly as may be, 
according to the manner in which, in the judgment of the post- 
master general, the mail should be transported during the pe- 
riod of the contract. 

“5. That the sealed proposals received from bidders, shall 
not be opened until afler the time for receiving bids shall have 
expired. 

6. That reports be made to congress annually,of all failures 
by contractors on principal mail routes to deliver mails, and 
the action of the postmaster general in regard thereto, in each 
case. 

“7, That the deputy postmaster, at the termination of each 
route, be furnished with copies.of the schedules containing the 
times of arrival and departures of all mails at his office; and if 
any alteration be made by the department at the time of arrival 
or departure of any mail, at any of said offices, the postmaster 
to be forthwith notified of the same. 

“8. That it shall be the duty of each deputy postmaster, to 
immediately notify the department of every failure im any covu- 





tractor, to deliver the mail at the respective time specified in 
the schedule furnished. 














